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Gentral Afembly 


oF THE 


CH on cn of ScorT LAND, 


Begun at Eros; the 22d day of Mar, and 
concluded Hh 2d day of June, 1800, | 


- 


The KINO s Commiſſion to Davip Farl 
of LEVEN and MELVILL produced, 
and ordered to be recorded. ; 


Edinburgh, May 22. 1800. E 


EE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this National 
 Cnurcn being convened and conſtituted, 


Honourable David EARL of LEVEN and 
MELviLL, the Kine's Commiſſion, ſealed 


with the ſeal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be | 


kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the Great Seal 
= Scotland, . and conſtituting him his 


there was produced to them, by the Right 


Ma- 
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4 | The ACTS of the 


jeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
Aſſembly ; which Commiſſion was publicly read with 
all due * fees and reſpect, and ordered to be record- 
ed in the books, of Aſſembly z the tenor whereof fol- 


lows: 
_ 2/6 ie ; £ 


KORG IUS, Dei gratid, Maęnc rtf ate Nuri 
et Hiberniæ, Rex, Fidei Defenſor Omnibus probis 50 
minibus, ad gu preſentes. literæ noftre pervenerint, ſalu- 
tem. Quandoquidem Nos conſiderantes, quod Generalis Eccle- 
ſig Scotia Conventus in vigeſimum ſecundum diem Maii proxi- 
mi convenire ordinatus 7 pot 5 Nosque abunde cupidi, et nece/- 
farium eſſe judicantes ih commodum dictæ eccleſiæ, ut idem 
Generalis Conventus die ftatuto debite obſervetur, atque rebus 
magni momenti Nos aliò vocantibus, dicto Conventui perſona- 
liter intereſſe nequimus ; Nosgque abunde ſatisfacti de ſuffici- 
enlia et fidelitate fideliſſimi jt preduetyi mi Noſtri Conſan- 
guinei Davidis Comitis de Leven et Melvill, quod ad 
fſummum munus No Ari ſupremi Commiſſionarii ad diftum Gene- 
ralem Conventum rite exercendum et obeundem uſquequaque ſit 
inſtructus Noperitis igitur, Nos nomindſſe, conftituiſſe et or- 
dindſſe, tenoreque præſentium, nominare, conflituere, et ordi- 
nare, memoratum fideliſſimum et prædilectiſinum Noftrum Con- 
ſanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melvill, /u- 
premum Naſtrum Commiſſionarium dio Generali Eecleſiæ Scotia 
Conventui; dands et concedendo illi plenam-poteflatem, commiſ- 
ſionem, et warrantum, ſacram Nojtram Perſonam et auttorita- 
tem regalem repraſentandi, necnon preſentiam Noſtram ſup- 
plendi, et locum No/irum in dicto ſubſeguenti Generali Conventu, 
tanquam Commiſſionario Neſiro ad hunc eſfectum ſpecialiter 
confrituto, teneuili; omniaque alta, ad imperium et munus Cum- 
miſſionarii pro Generali Eccleſie Conventu peragendi, tam plenè 
adebine liberò in quours: reſpactu, quan quilibrt alius in eodem 
ſummo munere fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore prœterito facere po- 


tuerat, vel ac Nos ifi perfanuliter prtſentes facere potue- 


rimus. Duque omna et ſingulu, que dictus David Comes 
de Leven et Melvill, in hac Mera commiſſione proſequenda 

ligitime feverit, ſeu Feri ordinaverit, Nos firmiter approbamus 
et ratificamus. Inſuper omnibus et / ngulis dicti Conventis et 
Eccleſia paſtoribus et preſbyteris, catertsque quibuſcunque, intra 
alam partem Mu ęnę Britunniæ Scotiam voratam, fſubditis 
Maris, cnjuſcunque gradus ſeu qunlitatis, ut dictum Davidem 
Comitem de Leven et Melvill, tanguam Jupremum Nejtrum 
Commiſſioonarium, 'quoad effettum et modum ſupra meitiona- 
tum, revereantur, agnoſcant et audiant,  ftrifte- mandamus et 
pracipimus : At, que hane Noftram commils enem d dicto vige/i- 


mo 4 rg die Mai proxtms Ay et deiuceps durante ſub- 
Sequente 
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ſequente ſeſſione dicti Generalis Conventiis in vigore conti 75 
declaramus, vel uſquedum a Nobis neee et tmp 
tur. In cujus rei teſtimonium, præſentibus /igitlum Noftrum 

er Unionis tractatun cuftodiend, et in Scotid vice et loco 
Magn Sigilli ejuſdem utend. ordinat., append: mandavimus. 
= poor pt apud St James's, decimo quinto die 
menſis Aprilis, anno Domini milleſimo, oftingent | 
Neftri anno quadrageſimo. I | » T N 

| Per Jegnaturam manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſcriptam. 


E ett etetctkc 
TE 208 
The King's moſt gracious Letter to the 


General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. ; 


GEORGE R. 


IcnHT REVEREND and Well-beloved, We greet you 
well. The uniform experience We have had for 
ſo long a courſe of years, of your attachment to Our Per- 
ſon, of your zeal for the intereſts of Religion, and of | 
the wiſdom and prudence of your proceedings, cannot | 
fail to enhance the ſatisfaction We have always felt in | 
giving the ſanction of Our Royal Authority te the Meet. If 
ings of your Venerable Body. PRE 
The objects of your deliberations are among the moſt 
important that can engage the attention of men. The 
propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge, the maintenance of | 
the Reformed Religion, the diſcouragement of vice and rol 
immorality, and the diffuſion of a ſpirit of charity and 1 
benevolence, and of ſubmiſſion to the laws, are ends 8 f 
which muſt excite in you the moſt ardent zeal for thei et 9 
attainment. 78 ” te | 
You will doubtleſs have felt, that your labours are be: | 
come douhly important, and, in the ſame proportion, | 
more painful and difficult, from the oppoſition of factious 
men, enemies of our Religion, and of all ſocial order, 


and legal Government. The ſucceſs with * „„ ; I} 
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5 The ACTS of the 


bate hitherto withftood their pernicious deſigns, affords 
the ſureſt ground of confidence, that the continuance of 
our exertions, united with thoſe of Our other good and 


loyal ſubjects, will ultimately prove effectual, and that 


We ſhall be enabled, with the aid of Divine Providence, 
to tranſmit to poſterity the unimpaired enjoyment of all 


the bleſſings, civil and religious, of our free and happy 


Conſtitution. 


The diſtreſs under which a larry portion of your . 
low creatures muſt inevitably labour, during theſe times 


of ſcarcity with which it has pleaſed Almighty Gop to 
viſit us, will not eſcape your attention; and will call 
upon you individually, in the diſcharge of your ſacred 
functions, to inculcate with additional ardour the indiſ. 
penſable obligation of relieving, according to the abilities 


of each, the neceſſities of the poor. 


We have again thought fit to appoint Our Right Truſty 


and Right Well-beloved Couſin DAvip, Earl of Leven. 


and MELVILL, to be our Commiſſioner, to repreſent Our 
Perſon and Royal Authority in this preſent Aſſembly ; 
not doubting, but that the ſame eminent qualifications 
which have recommended him to Our repeated choice, 
will continue to make him acceptable to you, in the exe- 
cution of the high and important truſt committed to his 
care. And We have charged him, in a moſt eſpecial 
manner, to aſſure you of Our great ſenſe of your ſteady 
and firm zeal for Our ſervice, and of Our reſolution to 
reſerve and maintain the Church of Scotland as by law 
eſtabliſhed, in the full and free enjoyment of all its rights 
and privileges. 
Truſting in the goodneſs of Almighty Gop, that He 
wilt bleſs your pious labours with His eſpecial favour, We 
commend you to His gracious protection; and ſo We bid 
ou heartily farewell. Given at Our Court of St James's, 
the 6th day of May ben in the fortieth year of Our 


Reign. 
By his s Majeſty 8 Comma” 
4 0 RT L A N D. 


Addreſſed thus Jy o the Right Reverend at Well- beloved, 


the Moderator, Miniſters and Elders, of the General Aſſem- 
bly of Church o PO 


III. 


AppRkESS to his MajtsTy, on his late 
Providential Eſcape from Aſſaſſina- 
tion. . 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


E, the Miniſters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in the General Aſſembly, beg leave to 
approach Your Majeſty's Throne, with trembling yet 
joy ful hearts, on Your late Providential eſcape from the 
hand of a traiterous aſſaſſin. gp 
| That even treaſon itſelf ſhould dare to attempt a life 
ſo precious to Your faithful ſubjects, which has been en- 
deared to them by the exerciſe of every virtue that can 
adorn the character of a Patriot King, excites our utmoſt 
horror and indignation : While, at the fame time, the 
guardian care of Divine Providence, in preſerving the 
Father of his Country to his grateful and affectionate 
people, raiſes in our breaſt every ſentiment of piety and 
thankfulneſs to the Gop of Heaven. 8 
When we convey to Your Majeſty our warmeſt con- 
gratulations on this awful event, we cannot fail to obſerve, 
how much the moſt imminent dangers illuſtrate Your 
Majeſty's Chriſt ian fortitude and magnanimity; endear 
You ſtill more and more to Your admiring {ſubjects ; and 
call forth our moſt fervent prayers, for the prolongation 
of a life ſo important, at this juncture, to them and to all 
the Nations of Europe, til Your Majeſty ſhall have com- 
pleted the glories of Your Reign, in the accompliſhment 
of all Your exalted plans for the ſecurity of Great Bri- 
tain, and the peace of the world. 
That Almighty Gop may ever keep Your Majeſty un- 
der His Divine protection ; that He may bleſs You in 
Your Perſon, Family and Government ; that he may 
bleſs Your Royal Conſort the QUEEN, the PRINCE and 


PRINCE Ss of WAL Es, and all the Royal Family; and _ 
N after 
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8 The ACTS of the 


after a long and proſperous reign, You may exchange an 
earthly for a celeſtial crown, through the merits of our 
Lok IESsUs CHRIST, are the earneſt prayers of, 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, 
Moſt faithful, 
And moſt obedient Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Ge. 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 


And at our appointment, by 
EDINBURGH, | 
May 23. 1800. 


| GEORGE BAIRD, Moderator. 


- 


FFF 


IV. 


* 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
KinG's moſt gracious Letter. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


HE gracious letter with which Your Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to honour this meeting of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of. Scotland, was received with 
the utmoſt reſpec and gratitude. BCE TOR 

The approbation of the ſpirit and proceedings of for- 
mer Aſſemblies, which Your Majeſty's benignity has con- 
deſcended to expreſs with ſo much paternal affection, is 

* ; : Peculiarly 


an 
Ur 


2 
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peculiarly grateful to us as a Body, and operates on our. 
feelings as an encouragement to follow, in attachment to 
Your Majeſty's Perſon, in zeal for the intereſts of Reli- 
gion, and in charity towards one another, the example of 
thoſe enlightened and virtuous men who have gone be- 


fore us; and to deſerve, like them, that ſanction of Royal 


Authority which gives ſolemnity and effect to the deci- 
ſions of our National Church. 4 

Impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the important nature of 
thoſe objects which claim our conſideration, we beg leave 
to aſſure Your Majeſty, that the propagation of Chriſtian 


knowledge, the maintenance of the Reformed Religion, 


the diſcouragement of vice and immorality, and the dif- 
fuſion of a ſpirit of charity and benevolence, and of ſub- 
miſſion to the laws, are ends which ſhall continue to ex- 


cite in our minds the moſt ardent zeal for their attain- 


dy > 


ment. 10 
In the trying and eventful period in which we live, 
we have felt that our labours have become doubly im- 
portant, both to private happineſs and the public ſafety; 
while we have alſo had the mortification to diſcover, 
that in the ſame proporticn they have been rendered 
more painful and difficult, by the oppoſition of factious 
men, enemies of our Religion, and of all ſocial order and 

legal Government. We rejoice, that our honeſt and un- 
remitted exertions, in union with thoſe of Your Maje- 


ſty's other good and loyal ſubjects, have hitherto been 


ſucceſsful in fruſtrating. their pernicious deſigns: And 
in full aſſurance of the continued favour of Providence 
to a righteous cauſe, we look forward with confidence 
to the termination of this great conflict, when Your- 
Majeſty ſhall be enabled to tranſmit to poſterity the un- 


impaired enjoyment of all the bleſſings, civil and reli- 


gious, of our tree and happy conſtitution. de 
The diſtreſs under which a large portion of our fel- 


low- creatures has inevitably laboured, during theſe times 


of ſcarcity with which it has pleaſed. Almighty Gop to 
viſit us, has repeatedly claimed our ſerious attention: 
And amidſt the hardſhips to which our people muſt ſtill 
ſubmit, it gives us the moſt ſincere ſatisfaction to aſlure 
Your Majeſty, that in no period known to us have the 
good ſenſe, the patriotiſm, and the charity of the coun- 
try, been more conſpicuouſly diſplayed. The care em- 


ployed by the opulent and well-informed, to point out 


the nature and extent of the viſitation, and to orice 
6 55 e C | the 
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the means of alleviating its preſſure, has been moſt me- 
ritorious. Of this the poor themſelves are not inſen. 
ſible; and the patience and reſignation which they have 
very generally exerciſed under difficulties ſeldom known 


in our land, give us room to hope, that in the honeſt pur. 
ſuits of induſtry, and in dutiful ſubmiſſion to lawful au- 


thority, they will quietly wait for the return of a more 
favourable harveſt. Meanwhile, we beg leave to aſſure 
Your Majeſty, that in the individunl diſcharge of the 
duties of our function, we ſhall not fail to ipculcate, 
with additional ardour, the indiſpenſable obligation of 
relieving, according to the abuaties of each, the oath 


ties of the poor. 8 18 


Your Majeſty's Donation af; L. 1000 thy propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iflands of 
Scotland, was received with much gratitude, as a freſh 
inſtance of Your paternal ſolicitude for the beſt intereſts 
of Vour people, as well as of the confidence which You 
are: pleaſed to xepoſe in the wiſdom and fidelity of this 
Aſſembly: And it ſhall be our endeavour, by a prudent. 
and juſt application of it, to promote the an ee 
for which it is beſtowed. 

The appointment of the Earl of eine doll Melvill 


to repreſent your Majeſty's ſacred perſon and royal au- 


thority in this preſent Aſſembly, we regard as a pleaſing 
teſtimony of your affection to our Church. The attach- 
ment of this Noble Lord to your Majeſty's perſon, his 
zeal for the intereſts of the Church of Sad and the 


virtues of his private life, the eminent qualifications 


which have recommended him to your Majeſty's repeat- 
ed choice, endear him to us in the execution of the high 
and important truſt committed to his care. The flat- 
tering manner in which he has communicated the gra- 
cious aſſurance of the ſenſe which your Majeſty is plea- 


ſed to entertain of our ſteady and firm zeal for your 
ſervice, has given us the trueſt pleaſure : And we rely 
with entire confidence in your Majeſty's reſolution to 


preſerve and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law 


_ eſtabliſhed, in the full and free enjoyment of all its 


rights and privileges. { 
That Almighty Gop may continue to preſerve” Your 


ſacred life, to guide Your Councils, and (proſper Your ad- 


miniſtration: That he may bleſs our Moſt Gracious 
QUEEN, the PRINCE and PRINCESS of WaALEs, and all 


the Royal Family ;—and that, after a long life of cmi- 
nent and e virtue 0M earth, You may, through 


the 


ebe bebe lebe 
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the merits of JEsvs CHRIST our Lord, receive in Hea- 


ven the recompenſe of reward, are the ſincere prayers 


WV 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty; 137 
:\Yoap Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjes, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Ge. 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name, | 11 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 
EBINBURCGH, | N 1565 5 Fs an 
May 24. 1800. : To bot Your: hon Lhd oe ho AL 35 
TD GEORGE BAIRD, Moderator, 


T4; if, 


y 


V. : 
AppRress to His MajesTY on the pre- 
ſent Situation of Public Affairs. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


WII Your Majeſty's dutiful and loya! ſubjects, the 


Miniſters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, 


met in the General Aſſembly, beg leave to approach the 
Throne with ſentiments of the ſincereſt attachment to 


Your Perſon and Goyernment. es 
"BY | 9 . Grateful 
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Grateful to Providence for that happy Conſtitution 
under which Britons have ſo long enjoyed every bleſſing 
that can ſweeten and adorn ſocial life, we reflect with 
the deepeſt regret on thoſe groundleſs complaints and 
murmurings which were heard at no diſtant period in 
every corner of our land, and which furniſhed a jvſt ſub. 
ject of alarm to the friends of order and peace. But we 
rejoice to think, that the exertions of the virtuous, the 
-writings of the wiſe, and the ſea ſonable interpoſition of 


Public Authority, have ſerved, by the bleſſing of Heaven, 


to counteract the inſidious arts of the diſaffected; and it 


affords us the fincereſt ſatisfaction to be able to aſſure 


Your Majeſty, that among the great bady of the people 
committed to our care, there preyails an unſhaken at- 


tachment to our excellent Conſtitution in Church and 


State, and a juſt abhorrence of that ſyſtem of i impiety 
and ee which hath ſpread miſery and deſolation 
through many parts of the earth. -. | 

In reviewing the events of a war, on the ſucceſs of 
which depends the preſervation, of all that is dear to a 
virtuous mind, we admire the wiſdom and the ſteadineſ 
of Your Majeſty” s Councils, which have kept alive the 
hopes, and animated the exertions, of the other States of 
Europe; and while our devout acknowledgments aſcend 
to the Lord of Hoſts, who hath ſupported our righteous 
cauſe, with heartfelt pleaſure we congratulate Your 
Majeſty on the many important advantages which have 
been obtained in the courſe of Jaſt year, by the arms of 
our Country, and our Allies. We recollect, with joy, 
that during this period, Italy hath been delivered from 
the tyranny of lawleſs force; that to the kingdom of 
Naples its ancient Conſtitution hath been reſtored ; that 
in Egypt, a deſperate plan hath been fruſtrated, by which 
our enemies hoped to ſpread ſedition and tumult through 
the remoteſt regions of the earth; and that the defeat 
of a formidable rival, whom their reſtleſs hoſtility had 
excited againſt us, bath placed the Britiſh poſſeſſions in 


India in a ſtate of permanent tranquillity ; and that, on 


the coaſt of Holland, a fleet, equipped for the very pur- 


| poſe of conveying daveders to our ſhores, hath ſurrender- 
ed to us without a battle, adding a new and a glorious. 


trophy to the many ſignal victories which the valour of 


our ſeamen hath obtained. 3 
In this rapid ſucceſſion of events which contribute ſo 


much to the ſecurity of our native country, and the ge- 


neral intereſts of mankind, we adore the providence of 


| that Almighty Being, to > whow the glory and the vic- 


6 „ 
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5 « tory belong; and we would improve them as a 
"70 ground of hope, that the cauſe of religion and good or- 
7 der will triumph over all oppoſition and that the ef. 
ad forts of Britain and her Allies will be crowned with 
A ſuch further ſucceſs as may enſure a happy termination 
* of the important conteſt in which they are engaged. 
5 That Almighty Gop may protect Your MafESTv's per- 
MR ſon, direct Your Councils, and proſper Your Adminiſtra- 
2 tion; that he may bleſs our Gracious QuREx CHARLOTTE, 
f the PRINCE and PRINCESS of Wares, and all the Royal 
i Family; and that after ſwaying the ſceptre for many years 
bs with wiſdom and felicity, over a loyal, a virtuous, and a 
e happy people, you may, through Jesus CHRIST our Lord, 
. receive that unfading crown which awaits the righteous, 
d are the earneſt prayers of 
: May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, 
Moſt faithful, 
And moſt obedient Subjects, 


ral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 8 
A0 bY our appointment, by 


 EpinBuRGH, 


May 30. 1800. VVV . 
GEORGE BAIRD, Moderator. 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Gene- 5 
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VI. 


Comm1ss10Nn of the General Aſſembly 
to certain Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ders, for diſcuſſing affairs referred to 
them. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1800. S. 9. 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do, nomi- 
nate, commiſſion and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
GEORGE BAIRD, Principal of the Univerſity of Edin- 
burgh, their Moderator: And,—From the Preſbytery of 
Aberdeen, Dr William Laurence Brown, Principal and 
Profeſſor of Divinity, Mariſchall. College, Dr Gil- 
bert Gerard, Profeſlor of Divinity in King” s College, Mr 
George Moriſon at Banchory Devenick, Mr John Leſlie 
at Fintray, Minifters ; William Robertſon, Eſq; Ad vo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, William Simpſon, Eſq; 
Caſhier to the Royal Bank, Edinburgh, Ruling Elders :— 
From the Mari/chall College, Dr Robert Hamilton, Pro- 
feſſor of Philoſophy in that Univerſity : — From the 
Preſbytery of Kincardine O' Meal, Mr Alexander Mearns at 
Cluny, Mr Andrew Watſon at Tarland, Mr John Roger 
at Kincardine O'Neal, Miners ; William Macdonald, 
Eſq; of Renetton, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of _ 
Ellon, Mr George Pirie at Slains, Mr Duncan Mearns at 
Tarvis, Mini/ters; Dr Hugh Macleod, Profeſſor of Church 
Hiſtory, Glaſgow, Ruling Elder. — From the Preſbytery 
of Garioch, Mr James Douglas at Premnay, Mr George 
Skene Keith at Keithhall and Kinkell, Mr Robert Shep- 
herd at Daviot, Miniſters; William Gordon, Eſq; of 
Rothney, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Deer, Mr William Anderſon at St Fergus, 
Mr 


/ 
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Mr James Greig at Pitſligo, Dr George Moi 
head, Miniſiers; Mr Alexander Leun ese 1 
Signet, Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery of Turriff, Mr 
Alexander Johnſtone at Monquhitter, Mr William Abart 
at Turriff, Miniſters; Mr Archibald Milne, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery of Fordyce 
Mr Walter Chalmers at Deſkford, Mr George Donaldſon 
at Rathven, Miniflers; Mr George Andrew, writer 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Strath- 
bogie, Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, Mr John Cruick- 
ſhank at Glaſs, Miniſters; Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling El- 
der: From the Preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr George Cruick- 
ſhank at Rothes, Mr William Spence at Inveraven, Mi- 
nifters; The Honourable Arthur Duff of Orton, Ruling 
Elder: From the Preſbytery of Abernethy, Dr John Ander- 
ſon at Kinguſie, Mr John Gordon at Alvie, Miniſters ; Dr 
Gregory Grant, phyſician in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Preſbytery of Elgin, Mr Lewis Gordon at 
Drainie, Mr James Gillan at Speymouth, Minifters ; The 
Moſt Noble the Marquis of Huntly, Ruling Elder : From 
the Preſbytery of- Forres, Mr William Stephen at Rafford, 
Mr Jobn Macdonell at Forres, Mini/ters ; George Uo 
min, Eſq; of Relugas, writer to the Signet, Rulings Elder: 
From the Burgh of Forres, Robert Gordon, Eſq; writer 
to the Signet: From the Preſbytery of Nairn, Mr Hugh 
Calder at Croy, Mr John Paterſon at Auldearn, Mini- 
ers; Alexander Grant, Eſq; writer to the Signet, Ru- 
ling Elder :-—From the Preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr Alex- 
ander Fraſer at Kirkhill, Mr William Smith at Petty, 
Miniſters; Simon Fraſer of Faraline, Eſq; Ruling Elder:— 
From the Preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr James Smith at 
Avoch, Mr Robert Smith at Cromarty, Miniſters; Mr 
William Sprott, Solicitor at Law, Edinburgh, Raling El- 
er: From the Burgh of Fortroſe, William Inglis, Eſq; 
writer to the Signet :—From the Preſbytery of Tain, Mr 
John Roſs at Logie Eaſter, Mr Thomas Urquhart at 
Roſekeen, Miniſters; Charles Roſs, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling 
Elder: From the Preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr Angus Be- 
thune at Alneſs, Mr Harry Robertſon at Kiltearn, Mini- 
gers; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, Ru- 
ling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Abertarph, Mr Tho— 
mas Roſs at Kilmanivaig, Mr James Fowler at Urquhart, 
Miniſters; Col Macdonald of Dalneſs, Eſq; Ruling Elders : 
From the Preſbytery of Sky, Mr Martin Macpherſon at 
Sleat, Mr Alexander Campbell at Portree, Mini/eers ; The 
Right Honourable Alexander Wentworth, Lord Macdo- 


vald, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Ur, Mr . 
| Tf mun 
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mund Macqueen at Barra, Dr John Macleod at Harris, 
Miniſters ; Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Eſq; writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Loch- 
carron, Mr John Macrae at Glenſhiell, Mr Alexander 
Downie at Lochalſh, Miniſters; Bailie Daniel Miller, 
merchant, Canongate, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbyte- 
ry of Tongue, Mr John Thomſon at Durneſs, Mr James 
Dingwall at Farr, Miniſters; Mr William Maclean, mer. 

chant, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :—From-the Preſbytery of 
Caithneſs, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Patrick 
Nicolſon at Thurio, Miniſters; Sir John Sinclair, Baro- 
net, of Ulbſter, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgh of Wick, 
James Horne, Eſq; W. S.:—From the Preſbytery of Kirk. 
wall, Mr James Watſon at South Ronaldlay, Mr Hugh 
Stalker at Kirkwall, Miniſters; Thomas Gordon, Eſq; 
writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery 
of Cair/tone, Mr John Malcolm at Firth and Stenneſs, Mr 
Gavin Hamilton at Hoy and Græmſay, Minifters ; David 
Reid, Eſq; of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, Ruling Elder: From 
the Preſbytery of North Iſles, Mr John Anderſon at Stron- 
ſa and Eda, Mr George Barry at Shapinſha, Minifters ; 
John Grieve, Eſq; Commiſſioner of Exciſe, Ruling Elder: 
From the Preſbytery of Zetland, Mr William Jack at 
North Mavin, Mr Thomas Macfarlane at Braſſay, Mini. 
flers; Profeſſor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh,. Ruling El. 
der: From the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Erſkine, 


Edinburgh, Dr David Johnſtone, North Leith, Dr Wil- 


liam Moodie, Edinburgh, Mr William Cameron at Kirk- 
newton, Dr James Finlayton, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas 
Macknight, South Leith, Miniſters; Charles Hope, Eſq; 
Advocate, Andrew Wauchope, Eſq; of Niddry Marſhall, 
David Williſon, Eſq; one of the preſent Bailies of Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elders: —From the City of Edinburgh, The 
Right Honourable Sir James Stirling, Baronet, Lord Pro- 
volt of the City, Mr Thomas Kennedy, Convener of the 


- - Trades:—From the Preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr John 
_ Henderſon at Queensferry, Dr Hugh Meiklejohn at A- 


bercorn, Mr John Muckerſay at Weſt-Calder, Mr Robert 
Rennie at Borrowſtounneſs, Mini/fers 5 The Right Ho- 


nourable Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder: - From the Burzh of Dveensfer- | 


ry, Mr Alexander Macnab :—From the Preſbytery of Big- 


gar, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, Mr William Stra- 


chan at Culter, Mr James Soimerviile at Symington, Mi- 


niſters; John Brown, Efq; of Culiermains, Ruling Elder: 
From the Pre/oytery of Peebles, Mr David Anderſon at 


Kirkurd, Mr Alexander Ker at Stobo, Minifters ; James 
1 1 ä Montgomery, 


— — 
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Montgomery, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the 
Burgh of Peebles, Thomas Cranſtoun, Eſq; writer to the 
Signet :—From the Preſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander 
Carlyſle at Iuvereſk, Mr Thomas Coulſtoun, aſſiſtant at 
Pennycuik, Mr Henry Home Grieve at Crichton, Mi- 
niſters ; The Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, Ru- 
ling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Haddington, Mr Da- 
vid Pyper at Pencaitland, Mr George Hamilton at Gladſ- 


muir, Mr Andrew Johnſton at Saltoun, Minifters ; Wil- 
liam Law, Eſq; of Elvingſtone, Ruling Elder : — From 


the Burgh of Haddington, Robert Roughead, Eſq; preſent 
Provoſt of Haddington:—From the Burgh of North Ber- 
wick, Sir James Suttie of Balgone, Baronet : —From the 
Preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr James Williamſon at Whitekirk, 
Mr Alexander Graham at Spott, Mini/ters ; The Right 
Honourable the Earl of Hadinton, Ruling Elder. From 
the Burgh of Dunbar, The Honourable Henry Erſkine, Ad- 
vocate: From the Preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr George Cun- 
niogham at Dunſe, Mr John Stewart at Greenlaw, Mini- 


ters; Mathew Sandilands, Eſq; writer to the Signet, R- 
ling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Cbirnſide, Mr A- 


braham Home at Ayton, Mr George Tod at Eyemouth, 
Miniflers 5 George Buchan, Eſq; of Kello, Ruling Elder: 
From the Preſbytery of - Kelſo, Mr Andrew Bell at Rox- 
burgh, Mr William Blackie at Yetholm, Miniſters; Mr. 
William Robertſon, tenant in Friars, Ruling Elder :— 


From the Preſbytery of Jedburgb, Dr Samuel Charters at 


Wiltoun, Mr Benjamin Dickiſon at Kirkton, Mr Thomas 
Campbell at Ancrum, Miniſters * Major John Rutherford 6 
of Moſsburnford, Ruling Elder - From the Preſbytery of 


Lauder, Mr Robert Dawſon at Stow, Mr James Duncan 


at Merton, Miniſters; George Baillie, Eſq; of Jerviſ- 
wood, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Lauder, The 
Right Honourable James, Earl of Lauderdale :—From 
the Preſbytery of Selkirk, Mr John Scade at St Boſwell's, 
Mr Thomas Hardie at Aſhkirk, Mini/ters ; Mark Pringle, 
Eſq; of Clifton, Raling Elder: — From the Burgh of Sel- 


| kirk, Mr Alexander Cunningham, jeweller in Edinburgh : 


From the Preſbytery of Annan, Mr James Yorſtoun at 


Hoddam, Mr Henry Duncan at Ruthwell, Mini/ers ; 


Joſeph Norris, Eſq; of Newfield, Ruling Elder: From 
the Burgh of Annan, Henry Jardine, Eſq; writer to the 
Signet: From the Preſbytery of Langholm, Mr Thomas. 

Martin at Langholm, Mr James Arkle at Caſtletown, 


Miniflers ; James Robertſon, Eſq; writer to the Signet, 


Ruling Elder. From the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, Mr 


Robert Little at Applegirth, Mr William Sibbald at 
| 2 . ; | E Þ 


Johnſtone, 


— 
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Johnſtone, Mr James Crichton at Wen er Minifters , 
Mr David Welſh at Braefoot, Ruling Elder. From the 
Burgh of Lochmaben, Mr William Johnſtone, ſolicitor, 
Edinburgh: —From the Pre/bytery of Penpont, Mr John 
Yorſtoun at Morton, Mr James Keyden at Keir, Mini. 
lers; Mr James Boe in Cloſeburn, Ruling Elder - Doom | 
the Burgh of Sangubar, Mr Archibald Douglas, ſolicitor, 
Edinburgh :—From the Preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr James 
Macmillan at Torthorwald, Mr George Duncan at Loch- 
rutton, Mr John Wightman at Kirkmahoe, Miniſters; 
Captain Thomas Crieghton of Auchinſkeoch, Ruling El. 
der. From the Burgh of Dumfries, Hugh Corrie, Eſq; wri— 
ter to the Signet: From the Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
Dr Robert Muter at Kirkcudbright, Mr James Thom— 
ſon at Rerrick, Mr William Thorburn at Girthon, Mi— 
niflers ; Ephraim Lockhart, Eſq; of the Cuſtoms at Leith, 
Ruling Elder - From the Preſbytery of Wigton, Mr James 
Black at Penningham, Mr Peter Young at Wigton, Mi- 


niſters; Robert Hathorn Stewart, Eſq; of Phyſgill, Ruling 


Elder :—From the Burgh of Wigton, John Jeffrey of Al 
lerbeck, Eſq; writer in Edinburgh: From the Pre/bytery 
of Stranraer, Dr John Mackenzie at Port Patrick, Mr 
William Roſe at Kirkcolm, Miniſters; Thomas Adair, 
Eſq; of Genoch, Ruling Elder : From the Burgh of Stran- 
raer, Thomas Smith, Eſq; one of the Principal Clerks to 
the Bills: From the Preſbytery of Ayr, Dr William Mac- 


quhae at St Quivox, Mr James Thomſon at Girvan, Mr 


John Ritchie at Torbolton, Mr John Moodie at Riccar- 
ton, Dr William Rutherford at Muirkirk, Ministers; Tho- 
mas Kennedy, Eſq; of Dunure, James F erguſon, Eſq; Ad- 
vocate, Ruling Elders :—From the Burgh of Ayr, The 
Honourable George Ferguſſon of Hermand, one of the 


Senators of the College of Juſtice : From the Preſbytery © 


of Irvine, Mr Arthur Oughterſon at Kilbride, Mr James 
Adam at Cumbray, Mr David Ritchie at Kilmarnock, 


Miniſters ; David Boyle, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder? :— 


From the Preſbytery of Paiſley, Dr Walter Young at Er- 


| tkine, Mr Robert Boog, Abbey Church, Paiſley, Mr John 


Forreſt at Port-Glaſgow, Mr Colin Gillies at Paiſley, 


Miniſters; Robert Barclay, Eſq; eldeſt ' Magiſtrate of 


Paiſley, Archibald Campbell, Eſq; younger of Clathick, 
Ruling Elders From the Burgh of Renfrew, John Con- 
nel, Eſq; Advocate:—From the Preſbytery of Hamilton, 
Dr James Meek at Cambuſlang, Dr Michael Macculloch 
at Bothwell, Mr James Hamilton at Shotts, Mimflers ; 
Profeſſor George Jardine, Glaſgow, Ruling Elder — From 
the Prefoytery of Lanark, Dr Fe Ferguſon at Petti- 


nain, 


gers, aſſiſtant at Collace, Miners ; Bathe James 85 
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nain, Mr James Macconochie at Craw niert: 
John Fullarton, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling —_ 3 
Burgh of Lanark, James Miller, Eſq; Advocate:—From 
the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr William Lockhart at GlaC 
gow, Mr James Jack at Kirkintilloch, Mr James La lie | 
at Campfie, Mr David Dow at Cathcart, Minifters ; — 
Hopkirk, Eſq; of Dalbeath, Mr David Aliſon g of 
the maſters of the grammar ſchool Glaſgow, Ruling EI. 


ders: From the City of Glaſgow, John Dunlop, Eſq; of 


Roſebank : —From the Univer/ity o Glaſgow, Mr James 
Mylne, Profeffor of Moral Philoſophy in the Univerſity 
of Glaſgow :—From the Burgh of Rutherglen, James Da- 
vidſon, Eſq; writer to the Signet: From the Preſbytery 
of Dunbarton, Mr John Allan at Row, Mr Gordon Stew. 
art at Bonhill, Mr George Drummond at Roſeneath, Mi- 
nifters 5 The Right Honourable the Lord Preſident of the 
Court of Seſſion, Ruling Elder. From the Burgh of Dun- 
barton, Archibald Campbell, Eſq; younger of Succoth :— 
From the Preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archibald Maclea at 


Rothſay, Mr Dougald Macdougal*at Lochgoilhead, Mi- 
_ aifters ; John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Ruling Elder : — 


From the Burgh of Rothſay, The Honourable William 


| Macleod Bannatyne, one of the Senators of the College 


of Juſtice :—From the Prefbytery of Kintyre, Dr George 
Robertſon at Campbeltown, Mr Donald Macdonald at Kil. 
bean, Mr Duncan Smith at Kilmorie, in Arran, Minifters ; - 


Robert Davidſon, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder. From 


the Burgh of Gampbeltown, William Campbell of Fairfield, 
Eſq; :—From the Preſbytery of Inveraray, Mr Dugald 
Campbell at Kilmichael Glaſſary, Mr Francis Stewart at 
Craigniſh, Minifters John Macneil, Eſq; of Oakfield; 
Ruling Elder From the Burgh of Inveraray, Humphry 


Trafurd Campbell, Eſq; Advocate: —From the Pre/bytery 


of Lorn, Dr Joſeph Macintyre at Glenorchy, Mr George 
Campbell at Ardchattan, Miners ; John Campbell of 
Lochend, Eſq; Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery of 
Mull, Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr 
Archibald Maccoll at Tiry, Miniſſers; Ranald Macdo- 


nald, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling £1der :—From the Preſbytery 
of Dunkeld, Mr John Brodie at Kinloch, Mr William 


Chalmers at Auchtergaven, Mr James Patrick. Banner- 


man at Cargill, Mr Hugh Macdougal at Killin, Minifters ; 


Tobn Hagart, Eſq; Advocate, John Macritchie, Eſq; wri- 


| My Edinburgh, Rating Elders :—From-the Preſbytery of 


Perth, Mr Antony Dow at Kilſpindie, Mr David Dow at 
Errol, Mr Thomas Taylor at Tibbermuir, Mr John Ro- 


on, 
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ſon, bookſeller, Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Beatſon, wri. 
ter to the Signet, Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbytery of 
Stirling, Mr John Ruſſell ar Stirling, Mr James Robert- 
ſon at Gargunnock, Miniſterss William Murray, Eſq; of 
Touchadam, Ruling Elder — From the Burgh of Stirling | 
Convener John Hutton :—From the Preſbytery of hes. 
terarder, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mr Ralph Taylor 
at Monzie, Mr William Graham at Foſſaway, Mini/ters * 
Patrick Murray, Eſq; younger of Auchtertyre, Advocate, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Dunblane, Dr Pa. 
trick Graham at Aberfoyle, Mr David Simſon at Tullial- 
lan, Miniflers; William Campbell, Eſq; writer in Edin— 
burgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Preſbytery of Dunfermline, 
Mr Archibald Smith at Kinroſs, Mr Allan Maclean at 
Dunfermline, Mr James Hutton at Beath, Mini/ters ; 
Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby younger of 
Tullibodie, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Inverteith- 
ing, John Clerk, Eſq; younger of Eldin, Advocate :— 
From the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr David Swan at 
Scoonie, Dr John Thomſon -at Markinch, Mr Thomas 
Scott at Ballingry, Miniſters; Colonel Roger Ayton of 
Inchdairny, Ruling Elder —From the Preſbytery of Cupar, 
Dr Michael Greenlaw at Criegh, Mr Robert Bogie at 
Logie, Mr John Martin at Strathmiglo, Mr James Key- 
den at Dunbog, Minifers ; Dr John Govan, phyſician in 
Cupar, George Greenlaw of Hilton, Eſq; Ruling Elders - 
| ] —From the Burgh or Cupar, Mr Walter Cook, writer, 
| | Edinburgh :—From the Preſbytery of St Andrew's, Dr Ro- 
bert Arnot, Profeſſor of Divinity, St Mary's College, Mr 
Thomas Adamſon at Cameron, Mr Archibald Gillies at 
St Monance, Mr James Macdonald at Anftruther Weſter, 
Miniſters; Niel Ferguſſon, Eiq; Sheriff-depute of Fife, 
David Monypenny, Eſq; younger of Pitmillie, Ruling El- 
ders : —From the Burgh of St Andrew's, Joſeph Maccor- 
mick, Eſq; Advocate: — From the Univerſity of St An- 
dre es, Dr George Hill, Principal of St Mary's College: 
From the Preſbytery of Meigle, Mr James Ogilvie at 
Effie and Nevy, Mr Colin Symers at Alyth, Mr James 
Badenoch at Kingoldrum, Minifeers ; Sir William Ram- 
1 ſay, Baronet, of Banff, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſby- 
1 tery of Farfar, Mr Thomas Ogilvie at Kirrymuir, Mr 
James Mitchell at Aberlemno, Miniſters; Mr Henry Da- 
vid Hill, Profeſſor of Greek in the United College of St 
| Andrew's, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Forfar, Ro- 
|! bert Grahame, Eſq; of Fintry :—From the Preſbytery of 
| Dundee, Mr Patrick Macvicar at Dundee, Mr Francis 
Nicoll at Mains and Strathmartin, Mr Alexander Davie 
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at Inchture, Miniſters; George Paterſon, Eſq; of Caſtle. 


huntly, Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Dundee, Mr 
Patrick Smith, one of the preſent Magiſtrates of Dundee: 
From the Preſbytery of Aberbrothock, Mr William Mil- 
ligan at Kirkden, Mr Alexander Carnegie at Inverkeillor, 
Miniſters; Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, Canongate, 


Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Brechin, Mr Alex- 
ander Peters at Logie Pert, Mr Andrew Ferguſon at 
Maryton, Mr Robert Couts, aſſiſtant at Brechin, Mini- 


fers John Moneriett, Eſq; apothecary, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Brecbin, Adam Gillies, 


Eſq; Advocate: From the Preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr 
James Scott at Benholme, Mr James Traill at Eccleſprei g, 


Mr George Cook at Laurencekirk, Miniſters; Profeſſor 


John Stewart, Mariſchall College, Aberdeen, Ruling El- 


der: And the General Aſſembly added thereto, Mr John 


Inglis, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, in place of the 


Moderator; TO BE COMMISSIONERS of this General Aſ- 
ſembly, to the effect after mentioned; with power to the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which is hereby de- 


clared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, 


whereof twenty-one are always to be Miniſters, to meer 
and convene within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, 
the firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten 


of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond 


. Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, 


and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and 
oftner, when and where they ſhall think fit and conve- 


nient, with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chooſe” 
their own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General At- 
ſembly fully empowers their faid Commiſſioners, - or 


their quorum above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally 


determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter re- 


ferred, or that ſhall be referred, to them; by an act or 


order of this Aſſembly; and to do every thing contain- 


ed in, and conform to, the inſtructions given, or to be 
given, by this Aſſembly ; and to advert to the intereſt 
of e teren on every occaſion, that the Church, and 
preſent eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſta in 


any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be 
anſwerable: Provided always, that this general clauſe 


be not extended to particular affairs or proceſſes before 
Synods or Preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal con- 


cern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it 


is hereby appointed, that no private proceſſes be deter- 
mined, except at the four ftated diets; and what ſhall 
be determined at one diet of the Commiſſion, with re- 
; | F. | lation 


21 


„„ PER ME 
— — 


22 The ACTS of the 


lation to private cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any 
other diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in force 
till diſapproved of by the General Aſſembly. And the 
Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given by the General 
Aſſembly in the year One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventeen to their Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame 
to ſtand in full force as ;oftruions to the Commiſſion. | 
ers before named, and to be obſerved by them in all 
points, as if the ſame were ſpecially here inſerted ; and 
that they inquire 1nto the publiſhing and ſpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting 
of opinions of whatever kind, inconſiſtent with our 
Confeſſion of Faith; and that the recommenders of ſuch 
books and pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, 
whether by word, writ, or print, be called before the 
ſaid Commiſſion, to anſwer for the ſame. And further, 
the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby empowered to receive 
any references and appeals that ſhall be made to them 
from Synods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen ſuch af- 
fairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to contribute 
what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and immorali- 
ty, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to Synods 
and Preſbyteries, upon application to them for that 
end: Likewiſe, to take care that the impreſſions of the 
Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, 
and ſuch books as are authorized by this Church, rela- 
ting to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Commit- 
tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for 
ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a refor- 
mation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concur- 
rence therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and lende redreſs. And the 
ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and 
diſcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them, as above mention- 
ed: And, in all their actings they are to proceed ac- 
cording; to the acts and conſtitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of 
the ſame; declaring, that, in and for all their actings, 
they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurable by, the 
next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And 
the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners 
wks FN to NOTTS the acts of the General ies 
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blies One thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and One 


thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the ap- 


plication of the public money ; which two acts are print- 
ed among the acts of Aſſembly One thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty-one. And this Commiſſion is to continue 
and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed; 
and members are required to attend the diets of the 
ſaid Commiſſion; and abſents therefrom are ordered to 


be noticed, according to the 10th act of the General 


Aſſembly held in the year One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fix. And for the better ſecuring of a quoram, and 


_ attendance of members on the Commiſſion, the General 


Aſſembly prohibits the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Preſbytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 


on any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 


of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch of the members of theſe 
Preſbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are required, all 


of them, to give attendance on the diets thereof; and 


the Preſbyteries at a greater diſtance, who have four or 
more members on the Commiſſion, are to take care, 


that at leaſt two of them attend each diet of the ſame: 


And the General Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at 
their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and 
ueſt ions relative to the ſettlement of vacant churches, 


which are or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſem- 


bly, as they can overtake. And it is further provided, 
that when any Preſbytery or Synod of this Church ſhall 


decline to comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion, 


or to give the ſame a full execution, in that caſe the 


. Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, 


by appointing any ſuch correſpondent meeting, as has 


been ſome time the practice, but ſhall allow the ſame to 
lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch Preſby- 
teries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their con- 


duct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up with their 
Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. And that in 


. paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th act of the Aſſem- 


bly One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-ſix. 


VII. 
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'Commirss10n to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 


ling Elders, for the Reformation of 
the Highlands and Iſlands of Scot- 
land, and for managing his Majeſty's 
Royal 221 for that End. Fic 


Edinburgh, May 37. 1 $00. Se: g 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do, no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr GEORGE 


BAIRD, one of the Miniſters of the City, and Principal 


of the Univerſity of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the 
Miniſters who are members of the Preſbytery 6f Edin- 


burgh, Mr George Moriſon, Mr Andrew Watſon, Mr 
George Pirie, Mr George Skene Keith, Dr George Moir, 


Mr William Stuart, Mr Walter Chalmers; Mr Francis 

Forbes, Mr George Cruickſhank, Dr John Anderſon, Mr 
Lewis Gordon, Mr William Stephen, Mr Hugh Calder, 
Mr William Smith, Mr James Smith, Mr John Roſs, Mr 
Angus Bethune, Mr James Fowler, Mr Alexander Camp- 
bell, Dr John Macleod, Mr Alezander Downie, Mr John 
Thomſon, Mr William Sutherland, Mr James Watſon, 


Mr John Malcolm, Mr John Anderſon, Mr William 


Jack, Mr John Henderſon, Dr Hugh Meiklejohn, Mr 
Thomas Gray, Mr David Anderſon, Dr Alexander Car- 
lyle, Mr David Pyper, Mr James Williamſon, Mr George 


Cunningham, Mr Abraham Home, Mr Andrew Bell, Mir 


Thomas Hardie, Mr Henry Duncan, Mr Thomas Mar- 


tin, Mr James Crichton, Mr John Yorſtoun, Mr John 


Wightman, Dr John Mackenzie, Mr Thomas Ritchie, 
Mr David Ritchie, Dr Walter Young, Dr James Meek, 


Mr James Lapflie, Mr John Allan, Mr Dugald Mac- 


as Dr George Robertſon, Mr Duncan Smith, Mr 
Dugald 
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Dugald Camphell, Dr Joſeph Macintyre, Mr Alexander 
Campbell, Mr John Brodie, Mr Anthony Dow, Mr James 
Robertſon, Mr John Baird, Dr Patrick Graham, Mr 
Archibald Smith, . Mr James Keyden, Dr Robert Arnot 
Dr George Hill, Mr James Ogilvy, Mr James Mitchell, 
Mr Francis Nicol, Mr William Milligan, Mr Alexander 
Peters, Mr James Scott, Mr George Cook, Dr Lockhart, 
Glaſgow, inſters ; The Procurator, William Macdo- 
nald Eſq; Dr Hugh Macleod, Mr Alexander Voungſon, 
Mr George Andrew, The Honourable Arthur Duff, Dr 
Gregory Grant, The Marquis of Huntly, Mr George 


_ Cumin, Mr Robert Gordon, Mr Alexander Grant, Simon 


Frater, Eſq; Mr William Sprott, Mr William Inglis, 
Charles Roſs, Eſq; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, Mr Coll 


Macdonald, Lord Macdonald, Mr Hector Macdonald 


Buchanan, Bailie Daniel Miller, Mr William Maclean, 
Sir John Sinclair, Mr James Horne, Mr Thomas Gor- 
don, Commiſſioner Reid, Commiſſioner Grieve, Profeſſor 
Dalzel, Charles Hope, Eſq; Bailie Williſon, The Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, Convener Kennedy, Mr John 
Meek, James Montgomery, Eſq; Mr Thomas Cranſtoun* 


The Lord Advocate, William Law, Eſq; Provoſt Roberz 


Rochead, Sir James Suttie, The Earl of Hadinton* 


The Honcurable Henry Erſkine, The Earl of Lauder- 


dale, Mr Alexander Cunningham, Mr Joteph Norris, Mr 


Henry Jardine, Mr James Robertſon, Mr William John- 
ſton, Mr Archibald Douglas, Mr Hugh Corrie, Mr 'Tho- 


mas Smith, Lord Hermand, David Boyle, Eſq; John 


Dunlop, Eſq; Mr James Davidſon, The Lord Prefident, 
John Lamont, Eſq; Lord Bannatyne, Robert Davidſon, 
Eſq; William Campbell of Fairfield, Eſq; Ranald Mac- 
donald Eſq; Mr John Macritchie, Bailie James Dickſon, 
Mr Alexander Beatſon, William Murray, Efq; Patrick 
Murray, Eſq; Mr William Campbell, writer, John Clerk, 
Eſq; Colonel Roger Ayton, Mr George Greenlaw, Mr 
Walter Cook, David Mony penny, Eſq; Joſeph Maccor- 
mick, Eſq; Sir William Ramſay, Baronet, Robert Gra- 
bam, Eſq; Mr Thomas Miln, Mr John Moncrieff, Adam 
Gillies, Eſq; Profeſſor Mylne, Glaſgow, Ruling Elders ; 
TO BE A CouuirrEE of this Aſſembly, for the Reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scorland, for pro- 


moting the knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſing Po- 


pery and profaneneſs, and for managing the Royal Boun- 


ty for thele ends, according to, and in terms of, his Ma- 
jeſty's grant to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which 
purpoſes, the. Committee are to appoint Preachers and 
Catechiſts, to go to ſuch places as they thall find, upon 
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due information, to be the kh proper, according to his 
Majeſty's deſign, expreſſed in his warrant; and, in ſo 
doing, that they have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes 
in South Uiſt, Small Iſles, Glenco, Harris, the countries 
of Moidart, Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pa- 
riſhes of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the 
Committee ſhall find, by reaton of the vaſt extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy 
circumftances, to be in the greateſt diftreſs: And they 
hall rake care, that the perſons they employ be certified 
and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for 
thele reſpective offices, of good abilities for the fame, of 
a pious life and converſation; prudent, of undoubted loy- 
alty to his Majeſty, and of competent {kill in the princi- 
ples of Divinity, and particularly in Popiſh controverſies: 
Such Preachers and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to 
be {abject to, and under the inſpection of, the Preſbyteries 
of the bounds to which they are ſent, who are to take 

care that the orders of the Committee be duly obſerved 
by them. And the Preachers are alſo appointed to ca— 
techiſe, and both they and the Catechiſts to inſt ruct the 
people from houſe to houſe, and to vilit the fick; and, 


in all their labour among the people, to be careful to 


teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 
ſtian Proteſtant religion, and the obligations they are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
and obedience to the laws: And the Committee are 
empowered to give them ſuch inftructions, as to their 
work and behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; which 
inſtructions the Preachers and Catechiſts are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly do further 
appoint. the laid Committee to have a particular regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the goth of September 1730, approved by 
frequent Aſſemblies ; and to take care that Preſbyteries, 
and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, which they are 
hereby ordered to do : Particularly, the Aſſembly or- 


dains the ſeveral Preibyteries to infert, in their regi— 


ſters, the Committee's appointments of the deſignations, 
ſalaries, and . ſtations, of the ſeveral Miſſionaries, and to 
have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they hall 
write about the ſaid Miſſionaries, and in giving of cer- 


tificates to them; and to direct all their letters, con- 


cerning Miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 
rator of the Committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, 


at the appointment of the Preſbytery, by the Moderator 


or 
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or Clerk. thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any 
payment to be made of the ſalaries of the Miſſionaries 
except upon receipts from the Mifionaries themſelves, 
and upon certificates from the Preſbyteries, bearing, 
that they have ſerved for the time mentioned in the © 
ceipts; and that every Catechiſt, who receives a falary 
from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 


thioners, or gentlemen of the diſtrict, ſhall pay a certain 


ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall inſert, in the body of his 
receipt to.the Caſhier, a declaration, that he has recei- 
ved the particular ſum ſpecified; and that the atteſta- 
tion of the Preſbytery ſhall, in like manner, bear, that 
the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it 
being underſtood by this reſolution, that the ſeveral ſta- 
tions, with regard to which ſuch conditions were origi- 
nally made by the Committee, when no ſuch declara- 
tion of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſbytery, 
as is now propoſed, is received by the Caſhier, ſhall be 
afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though the Ca- 
techiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for the 
time he is certified to have performed his duty: That a 
journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of 
the Preſbytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the 
ground on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid 
certificate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower 
the ſaid Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laſt year's Royal 
Bounty not diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the Miſſion- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; 
and that they are to keep a regiſter of their proceed- 
ings, and likewiſe diſtin books of accounts, how the 
foreſaid money is beſtowed, which thall be patent to 


any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Of the 


perſons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are to 
be Miniſters. Bur it is hereby appointed, That at the 
quarterly meeting of the Committee, in which the 


{ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of Miſſionaries for the enſuing 


year is to be approved and determined, not leſs than 
fourteen ſhall be the quorum, whereof nine ſhall be Mi- 
niſters : and the ſaid Committee are appointed to have 
their firſt general meeting at Edinburgh, the firſt law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firſt of the ſtated 
diets of the Commiſion of the General Aſſembly ; their 


ſecond meeting (which is for fixing the annual ſcheme) 
upon 
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upon the ſecond Thurſday of July, with power to thoſe 


Members who ſhall then be preſent to adjourn; and 
their other two general 8 the firſt lawful days 
after the ſtated meetings of the Commiſſion of the Ge. 
neral Aſſeinbly, in November and March, within the 
Aſſembly aile, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, EX= 
cept that day ſhall fall to be-Saturday, and then the 
meeting ſhall be upon Monday next tnereafter, at the 
ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Committee to ad- 
journ themſelves to ſuch times aud places as they ſhall 
ind moſt needtul and convenient: And they are to keep 
a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the General 
Aſſembly, and the Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and to 


take their advice and alſiſtance; and allo to correſpond 


with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They 
are likewiſe inſtructed und empowered, as they ſhall ſee 
cauſe, to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, 
for aſliſtance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of 
the Commiſſion now given to them. And the General 
Aſſembly do appoint Mr William Robertſon, Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
ſaid Royal Bounty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be 
directed and ordered by the foreſaid Committee, and 
according to their rules. And the ſaid Committee are 
appointed to examine the accounts of the diſtribution 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame before the Lords 
Commiſſioners of His Majeſty” s Treaſury, or the Barons 
of His Majeſty's Court of Exchequer and to report 
their diligence to the General Aſſembly, to whom they 
are to be accountable. And it is agreed, That no per- 
{on, once employed, and inſert in the ſcheme, ſhall be 
ſtruck out thereof for that year, but by the. quorum of 
at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be Miniſters ; and in 
cale any complaint ſhall be made againſt any of them 
on the ſcheme, it ſha:1 not be determined the firſt ordi- 
nary meeting that the fame is offered, but it ſhall lic on 
the table till another meeting; and. in the mean time, 
the perſon compluined of, and the Preſbytery of the 
bounds wherein he officiates, {all be acquainted of ſuch 


complaint, and thoſe concerned be required to ſend to 


the {aid Committee a juſt account of the matter againft 
the next mceting.- And it is further appointed, "That 
after the yearly ſcheme of Miſſionaries on the Royal 


Bounty is ſettled in manner above directed, and notice 


thereof given by letters to the Preſbyteries concerned, 
ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall fend up to the ſaid Committee 
their 
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their anſwer to theſe letters, at furtheſt with their 
Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be 
not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at their firſt 
meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour to 
complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves; and if 
they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a ſub-commit- 
tee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to lay 
their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of 
the Aſſembly as poſſible : And empowered the Commit- 
tee, at their firſt meeting, to reje& any petition for a 
new ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections 
againſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of Miſſionaries, &c., do not exceed the ſum 
in the grant. 


VIIL 
[ Re-tranſmitted.] 


Overture reſpecting the Attendance of 
Students on the Divinity Hall. | 


| Edinburgh, May 29. 1797. Se. ult. 


HE Committee on the Overture from the Synod of 
Aberdeen, reſpecting the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated. on 
the ſaid Overture, Report to the Venerable Aſſembly, 
That, in their opinion, it ought to be expreſſed in the 
following terms, viz., © It is Overtured, that Students 


in Divinity, who propoſe to proſecute their ſtudies 


for ſix Seſſions, ſhould be required to give as much 
* partial attendance, during the currency of thoſe Seſ- 
« fions, in the Divinity Halls, which they reſpectively 


attend, as ſhall, in the whole, amount to fix months.“ 
The General Aſſembly approved of the above report, 


and ordered the ſame to be tranſmitted, as an Overture, 
for the conſideration of Preſbyteries, 1 | 
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[Re- tranſmitted.] 


Edinburgh, May 25. 1798. - Seff. 8. 


Upon the Report of the Committee on the Clauſe of the Over. 
ture from the Synod of Glaſgow-and Ayr, reſpecting the 
courſe of Univerſity Education, to be obſerved by Students 
previous to their entering the Divinity Hall, the General 
Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to tranſmit the following Over- 
ture on that ſubject, to the ſeveral Preſbyteries of this 


Church, enjoining them to ſend up their opinions thereon to 
the next . | 


Overture eng i the Courſe of Uni. . 
verſity Education, to be obſerved by 
Students, previous to their entering 
the Divinity Hall. 


HER EAs it has been repreſented, That Students 
intended for the Holy Miniſtry, do ſometimes 


hurry over their courſe of Philoſophy in Two Seſſions of 


the Univerſity, it is overtured, that it be recommended 

to Students, previous to their entering a Divinity Hall, 
to ſtudy Literature and Philolophy at an Univerſity, 
during a courle of five complete Seſſions, | in the follow- | 
ing order, viz., 


Seſſion 1/, Humanity or Latin, with the Elements of 


Greek, in the firſt Humanity and Greck Claſſes. 


| Seſſion 2d, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity | 
and Greek Claſſes; with the Elements of Mathematics. 


Seſſion 3d, Logic, with Greek and Mathematics in the 
higher Claſſes. 


Seſſion 47h, Natural and Moral Philoſophy ; t but not 
Setlion 57h, J both in the fame Seſſion; ; together with 
Latin 
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Latin again, or Greek, or Mathematics, in on 
of the higher Claſſes. | NT nee 


But that it ſhall be expreſsly enacted, That no Pro. 
feſſor of Divinity ſhall admit any Student into the Di- 
vinity Hall, until he produce certificates of his having 
ſtudied at an Univerſity, during three complete Seſſions 
in the following Claſſes, viz., Logic, together with Greek 
in the higher Greek Claſs; and Natural and Moral Phi— 
loſophy; it being, in this caſe, underſtood, that ſuch 
Students are well grounded in Latin, and the Elements 
of Greek, previous to their entering the Univerſity. 
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LRe-tranſmitted.] 


Edinburgh, May 28. 1798. Seff. ult. 


Upon the Report of the Committee for claſſing returns to Over- 
tures, — The Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to re-tranſmit the 
Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of Probationers ; alſo the 

Overture reſpecting the Attendance of Students on the Di- 
vinity Hall; and particularly, enjoin ſuch Preſbyteries as 
have ſent no returns, to ſend up their Opinions to next A,. 
ſembly ; and that Preſbyteries ſhall appoint a day for the 
conſideration of theſe two Overtures at their firſt Meeting, 
after receiving the printed Ads of AſJembly ; and that they 
ſhall alſo take into their conſideration on the ſame day, the 
Overture reſpecting the Courſe of Univerſity Education, to 
be obſerved by Students previous to their entering the Divi- 
nity Hall, tranſmitted by this Aſſembly. 


New Overture reſpecting the Licenſing 
of Probationers. #2 


1 Edinburgb, May 25. 1792. S. 8. 
HE General Aſſembly having taken under their ſe- 
rious conſideration, the great danger to which the 


intereſts of Religion and of this Church may be ex- 
N 5 poſed 
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poſed, by licenſing any to preach the Goſpel who are 
not duly qualified for that important truſt, do hereb 
enact and ordain, That in all time coming the following 
regulations ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved : 


I. It is hereby enacted, That no Student ſhall be en. 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeſſor of Divinity, unleſ 
he ſhall produce to the {aid Profeſſor a certificate from 
the Miniſter of the pariſh in which he has his uſual re. 
ſidence; or in his abſence, or during a vacancy in ſaid 
pariſh, from ſome neighbouring Miniſter, bearing, that 
his character is ſuitable to his views; together with u 
diploma of Maſter of Arts, or certificates from the ſe. 
veral Profeſſors of Philoſophy, under whom he hath 
ſtudied, from which it may be clearly aſcertained that, in 
ſome Univerſity or Univerſities, he hath gone through 
a full courſe of Philoſophy, in ſome winter-ſeſſions of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are pro- 
duced. 8 A 


II. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been enrolled by Profeſſors 
of Divinity, in the manner preſcribed by this act, ſhall 
continue to profecute the ſtudy of Divinity for the term 
of fix Seſſions : Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall du— 
ring three Seſſions, his Courſe ſhall be conſidered as 


completed in four Seſſions ; and that if he hath given 


regular attendance in the Hall during two Seſſions, his 
Courſe ſhall be conſidered as completed in five Seſſions. 
And the Aſſembly do further ordain, That in each of 
theſe caſes, Students ſhall be enrolled by the Profeſſors 
during the ſeveral Seſſions of their reſpective Courſes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegeſis in Latin, on ſome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Engliſh, an 
Exerciſe and Addition, a Lecture on ſome large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with ſuch 


other exerciſes as the [Profeſſors ſhall think proper to 


preſcribe. And the Aſſembly further enact and declare, 


That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeſſor for 


his certificates, that he may be propoſed for trials, and 
that the preliminary ſteps may be taken by the Preſby- 
tery during the currency of the laſt Seſſion of his Courſe, 
as above deſcribed ; with this limitation, that if the ſaid 
laſt Seſſion 1s to be claimed as a Seſſion of regular at- 
tendance, he ſhall, toward the concluſion thereof, ob- 


oft, AG. 
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tain a new certificate of his attendance during its cur- 
rency, and produce the ſame to the Preſbytery or Synod, 


III. Profeſſors of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumſtances may permit, to the conduct of 


ſuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as the 


find it practicable, to inſiſt that every Student ſhall de- 
liver his firſt Diſcourſe ſome time during his ſecond Seſ- 
ſion, at the lateſt, and the remainder of his Diſcourſes 
at ſuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the laſt Seſſion of 


his Courſe. 


IV. When a Student is propoſed to any Preſbytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials, the Preſbytery ſhall be 
alone, and the motion for that purpoſe ſhall lie upon the 


table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean | 


time, the Preſbytery ſhall appoint the Member by whom 


the Student has been propoſed, to lay before the ſaid 


meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 
Student, that are ſpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth ſection of this act; to deſire him to attend the 
ſame ; and to inform him, that, preyiouſly to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far as circumſtances may permit, to 
wait on ſuch Miniſters of the Preſbytery as have not 
formerly had an opportunity of converſing with him in 
private. 


V. When the time appointed for conſidering the mo- 
tion is arrived, the Preſbytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the 


following regulations. 


I, The Preſbytery ſhall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in diſcuſſing the ſeveral preliminaries reſpecting 


Students who are propoſed for trials, 


24, They ſhall require ſatisfying evidence, that eyery 
Student who is propoſed for that purpoſe has completed 


the twenty-firſt year of his age. 


3d, No Student ſhall be admitted to trials, unleſs he 
produces to the .Preſbytery a certificate or certificates 
from the Profeſſor or Profeſſors of Divinity, under 


whoſe tuition he hath ſtudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
ſecuted his ſtudies, and delivered his Diſcourſes, in the 
manner preſcribed by this act; and that his conduct, as 
far as conſiſts with the knowledge of the ſaid Profeſſor, 
or Profeſſors, has been in every reſpect ſuitable to his 
views in life. And the General Aſſembly do likewiſe 
hereby ena, That the Preſbytery ſhall record at full 
. : 1 ; 


length 
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length the ſaid certificate; or cerise in their mi- 
nutes: And it is hereby enacted and declared, That the 
Student having lodged ſuch certificate or certificates, 
ſhall be entitled to obtain Extracts of the ſame, if de- 
manded. 

4th, No Preſbytery ſhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he is of good report; 
ſound in his principles; pious, ſober, grave, and prudent, 
in his behaviour; of a peaceable diſpoſition ; and well 
affected to the happy eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Preſbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of ſuch pecu- 


| liar importance, they ſhall not agree to the motion in 


behalf of the Student, unleſs his reſidence, during the 
year proceeding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or 
he ſhall produce ſufficient teſtimonials from the Preſby- | 
tery, in whoſe bounds his reſidence has chiefly been, du- 
ring that term, bearing, that his character is ſuch as is 
deſcribed in the immediately preceding ſentence of this 
paragraph, and recommending him, in theſe reſpects, to 
the Preſbytery before whom the propoſal is made, as a 
proper perſon to be entered upon trials. 

5th, The Preſbytery ſhall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thoſe ſe- 
veral branches of knowledge which are neceſſary to en- 
able him to be an uſeful Preacher of the Goſpel. And 
the General Aſſembly ordain, that the Preſbytery, in 
order to procure full information in this reſpect, ſhall 
examine the Student ſtrictly, and privately, on his Know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philo- 
ſophy and Theology. 

6th, If, after thele preliminary ſteps have been taken, 
the Preſbytery ſhall be of opinion that the Student is 
duly qualified in theſe ſeveral particulars, they ſhall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leaſt before the meeting of the ſame, informing them 


of the Preſbytery's intention to take the Student upon 


Public Trials, and bearing, that the certificate, or certi- 
ficatc ,, in his favour, which are required by this act, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided, That within the bounds of ſuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be — to have 


theſe circular letters written half a- year ſooner than 


would be otherwiſe competent, 25 
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VI. The General Aſſemby do likewiſ- | 
and declare, That at the rote 'of the ops 
be competent to any Preſbytery to transfer the recei. 
ving of the Public Trials, or any parts thereof, certify- 
ing to the Preſbytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary ſteps have been 
taken according to the directions of this act; and that 
ſuch parts of the Public and Private Triais as have been 
already gone through have been received with approba- 
tion. 


VII. If a Student have ſtudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Proteſtant Univerfities, which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he ſhall, when he is propoſed to 
any Preſbytery for trials, be required to produce ſatis- 
fying teſtimonials from the Profeſſors of Divinity in ſaid 
Univerſities ; and the time which theſe profeſſors ſhall 
certify to have been employed by him in ſtudying Divi- 
nity under their tuition, ſhall be computed in the ſame 
manner as if he had proſecuted his ſtudies in any of the 
Univerſities within the bounds of this Church. But it 
is hereby provided, that no Student, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances ſhall be admitted even to thoſe private trials 
which are appointed to be taken before the writing of 
the circular letters, ſooner than fix kalendar months af- 
ter his arrival in Scotland. 


VIII. The General Aſſembly ordain, That if a Preſ- 
bytery propoſe to take a Student upon Public Trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters as 1s 
herein required, public intimation thereof ſhall be made 
at ſome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Sy- 
nod, which ſhall not be the laſt diet thereof: And the 
Preſbytery clerk is hereby required to tranſmit to the 
Synod clerk an extract of the certificate or certificates 
laid before the Preſbytery in favour of the Student, in 
order that the ſame may be produced at this diet of the 
Synod. And it is likewiſe hereby ordained, That at 
ſome ſubſequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
ſhall be made, whether any of the members of the Court 
has any objection to offer againſt the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials: And that the Synod then, ta- 
king into conſideration the extract produced, and the 
whole of the caſe, ſhall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Preſbytery to admit the Student on trials : 
Or, if in any caſe the Preſbytery clerk ſhall fail to tranſ- 


mit the extracts of the certificates above mentioned, the 
; REO Jun Student 
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Student may produce to the Synod, by himſelf, or by 
any member of the Court, the extract of the ſame which, 
by this act he is entitled to obtain. 


IX. If the Synod ſhall allow the Student to be taken 
upon Public Trials, the Preſbytery ſhall proceed therein 
with all convenient ſpeed; and the Aſſembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student, and in 
the order herein mentioned: I/, Catechetic trials on 
Divinity, Chronology, and Church Hiſtory ; 2d, A trial 
on the Hebrew and Greek languages; 3d, An Exegeſis 
in Latin on ſome controverted Head in Divinity; 476, 
A Homily in Engliſh ; 5th, An. Exerciſe and Addition; 
6th, A Lecture on ſome large portion of Scripture ; 71h, 
A popular Sermon; it being underſtood, that if the Preſ- 
bytery ſee cauſe they may examine the Student upon the 
ſabject of theſe ſeveral Diſcourſes. 


X. The Student having gone through the ſeveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preceding 


ſection of this act, the Preſpytery are ordained to pro- 


ceed in the following order. 

1/, They ſhall, deliberately and ſeriouſly, take a con- 
junct view of the whole trials; and if they ſhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 
perform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Goſpel, they ſhall by no means grant him a Licenſe in 
his preſent circumſtances. | 

24, If, upon this review of the trials, the Preſbytery 
are fully ſatisfied therewith, they ſhall record this opi- 


nion in their minutes. 


34, The Preſbytery ſhall then propoſe to the Student 
the queſtions that are appointed to be put to all who 
paſs Trials by act 10. Aſſembly 1911, and require him 
to ſubſcribe the Formula which is preſcribed by the ſaid 
act. And the General Aſſembly ſtrictly prohibit all 
Preſbyteries from licenſing any Student to preach the 
Goſpel, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying an- 
ſwers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula. 

4th, The Preſbytery ſhall order the act of Aſſembly 
1759, againſt Simoniacal practices, to be read to'the Stu- 
dent in their preſence. 3 

Laſtly, The Preſbytery ſhall appoint their Moderator 
to licenſe the Student to preach the Goſpel, and order 


their Clerk to furniſh him with an extract of his licenſe. | 


XI. For the better obſervance of this act, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly ordain, /, That it ſhall be printed 1 22 
, 7 their 
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their other printed acts; 2d, That it ſha pit 
itſelf, in ſome convenient form; A _ 5 
this ſeparate edition ſhall be tranſmitted to Mo. 
feſſor of Divinity in the Univerſities of Scotland: and | 
that the ſaid Profeſlors ſhall read the ſame in their re 
ſpective Halls once at leaſt during every Seſſion; and at 
ſuch times as they have reaſon to expect the attendance 
of the greateſt number of Students, for that Seſſion; and 
la/ily, That a copy of the ſame edition ſhall likewiſe be 
tranſmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Preſbytery 
within the bounds of this Church, and that the ſaid 
: 3 ſhall keep = ſame along with their minutes, and 
ring it up to each meeting of their reſpecti urts 
for the uſe of — r 


XI. 


Order and Injunction of the General 
Aſſembly, to the Preſbyteries of the 
Church, concerning Teachers and 

Schoolmaſters. 


Edinburgh une 2. 1800. Sef}. ult. 

HE General Aſſembly called for the Report of the 
Committee on Vagrant Teachers and Sunday 
Schools ; and the ſame was given in and read. The 
General Aſſembly having confidered this report of the 
Committee, who had been directed to claſs the reports 
- of Preſbyteries concerning Schoolmaſters, whether of 
parochial ſchools, or ſchools of any other deſcription ; 
and ir appearing, that not a fourth part of the Preſby- 
teries of the Church have made any report; the Aſſem- 
bly peremptorily enjoin all the other Preſbyteries of the 
Church, to ſend up to next General Aſſembly particular 
reports of their obedience to the order of lait Aſſembly. 
The General Aſſembly truſt, that thoſe Preſbyteries 
which have ſent up particular reports, will continue the 
ſame laudable and vigilant attention to the important 
object ſpecially committed to their inſpection; and that 


they will not fail to tranſmit to next Aſſembly any new 
| K facts 
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facts which may fall within their obſervation. The Ge. 


_neral Aſſembly recommend to all Preſbyteries to take the 


method which appears to them moſt expedient, of exa- 
mining the Teachers on the branch of knowledge which 
they profeſs to teach, to require all parochial and eſta— 
bliſhed ſchoolmaſters to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith 
and Formula, if they have not already done ſo, and to 
aſk all reachers of youth, without exception, to produce 
to the Preſbytery atteſtations of their having taken the 

oaths to Government ; and they order a particular. re- 
port of obedience to this recommendation to be made to 
next Aſſembly. And further, the General Aſſembly en- 
join all the Preſbyteries of this Church, to tranſmit, 
without delay, atteſted copies of their reports to the 
Aſſembly, to the Sheriffs within whoſe juriſdiction they 
are ſituated : And they inſtruct the clerks to keep the 
reports ſent up to this Aſſembly, and the report of the 
Committee on this ſubject, in ſafe cuſtody. And the 
General Aſſembly appoint their clerks, to cauſe ſeparate 
copies of this order to be printed, together with the in- 
junction of laſt Aſſembly relative to this matter; and 
to tranſmit copies thereof to the Moderator of each 
Preſbytery of the Church, to be laid by him before the 
Preſbytery, at their firſt ordinary meeting after recei- 
a ying the lame. 


Follows a repetition oY the In 298 77 the General Afenbl 
1799. 


The Geheral Ailembly enjoin 100 Wes re of this 


Church to be diligent in exerciſing thoſe powers which 


the laws of the land and of the Church bave committed 
to them, with reſpect to the education of youth within 
therr bounds : and particularly, to call before them all 
teachers of youth, whether in parochial ſchools or ſchools 


of another defcription, and to take trial of their ſuffi- 


ciency and qualifications in thoſe branches of education 
which they profeſs to teach. And the Aſſembly recom- 
mend to the Procurator of the Church, to give his ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance to all the Preſby teries of the Church, 
relative to this matter; and authoriſe him to carry on, 


at the public expence, ſuch proceſles as may appear to 


be neceſſary for enforcing the ſentences, or aſcertaining 
the powers, of the judicatories of the Church relative to 
ſchools; and the Aſſembly requeſt his Majeſty's Advo- 


cate and Solicitor-General to concur with the Procura- 
| = LOT 
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tor in ſupporting the juriſdiction of the Cu ava, 
further, the General Aſſembly enjoin all the Preſbyte- 


ries of the Church to report to the next Aſſembly a liſt 
of all the ſchools within their bounds, ſpecifying what is 


taught in each ſchool ; whether the ſchools be held on 


the Lord's day, or on other days of the week; in what 
way the ſchoolmaſters are ſupported or maintained; 
whether rhey act for themſelves, or are employed by, or 
under, the direction of others ; what number of ſcholars 


attend each ſchool at the time of making the report; 


and, in general, whatever elſe ſhall appear to the Preſ- 
bytery of importance, reſpecting the ſchools with in their 
bounds. 2 


KN N EY AYE RY. YAN. && 


XII. 


Recommendation by the General Aſſembly, 
for promoting a Subſcription towards de- 
fraying the Expence of the Appeal in the 
Cauſe relating to the Schoolmaſter of Both- 


well; and Order for Printing the Appeal „ - 


Caſe prepared by the Procurator. 


Edinburgh, 2d June 1800. Seff. wit. 


HE Committee appointed to take the neceſlary ſteps 


in the cauſe relating to the Schoolmaſter of Both- 
well, having reported to the Aſſembly, That the Appeal 
from the two laſt interlocutors of the Court of Seſſion in 


that cauſe, has been heard and-determined by the Houſe 


of Peers ; and that the interlocutors complained of have 


been finally reverſed : That though the Committee had 


received L. 118: 14: 10 from the voluntary contribu- 
tion of the Preſbyteries, and L. 80 from the funds of the 
Church, the expence incurred has, notwithſtanding, con- 
ſiderably exceeded the funds with which the Committee 
were intruſted, and that the deficiency amounts to up- 


wards of L. 196. The General Aſſembly conſidering, 


that 
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that the judgment which has been ultimately pronoun- 
ced in this cauſe, 1s of general importance, as it has ef- 
fectually eſtabliſhed the excluſive juriſdiction of the 
Church, with regard to the qualifications and the trial 
of parochial ſchoolmaſters: and conſidering, at the fame 
time, that the ſtate of the funds of the Church does not 
allow the Aſſembly at preſent to make good the whole 
of the expence incurred, did and hereby do earneſtly re- 
commend it to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the bounds 
of this Church, and eſpecially to thoſe who have not hi- 
therto contributed, to promote a Subſcription among 
their members, in order to aſſiſt the funds of the Church, 
in extinguiſhing a debt, which the final deciſion of this 


cauſe, ſo important in its conſequences to the whole 


country, has occaſioned: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point the Clerks of Aſſembly to cauſe this minute to be 
immediately printed, at the public expence, and to tranſ- 
mit a copy thereof, without delay, to the Moderators of 
the ſeveral Preſbyteries, which they hereby enjoin them 
to lay before the laid Preſby teries reſpectively, at their 
firſt ordinary meeting after it ſhall come to their hands: 


And further, the General Aſſembly appoint the ſaid Mo- 
derators to remit to Mr William Murray, agent for the 


Church, whatever ſums ſhall be ſubſcribed within their 


reſpective Preſbyteries, and, if poſſible, to do this, on or 


before the 11t day of October next: And the General Af. 
ſembly renew the appointment of the Committee, with in- 
ſtructions to attend to the progreſs of the ſubſcription, 
and to the application of the ſums which ſhall be recei- 
ved by the agent; and to report the reſult to next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 


The General Aſſembly, confine] at the ſame time, 
that the Appeal Caſe prepared by the Procurater in this 
cauſe, contains a ſtatement of facts, which it would be 
extremely uſeful to render generally known through the 
Church, they appoint the Clerks to cauſe ſuch a number 


of copies thereof to be printed, as the Committee ſhall. 


think expedient, to circulate them among the ſeveral 
Preſbyteries, and to apply to the Caſhier of the Church 
for the ſum neceſſary to defray the expence, which the 
Aſſembly hereby authoriſe him to advance. 


XIII. 
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XIII. 


Ack app the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. 5 


Edinburgb, 2d June 1800. Seff. ult. 


HE next GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this: National 
Church is appointed to be held within the New 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday, the 21ft day of 


May 1801. 
Extracted from the Records of the General Aſſembly, by 
ANDREW DALZEL, Cl. Eccl. Scot. 


L STABLE: 


TABLE of the Printed AcTs of the 


II. 


VII. 


VIII. 


XII. 


1800. 


General — held in the Year 


Page, 


FT HE King's Commiſſion to Davin, Earl of 
LEVEN and MELYILL, produced and or- 
dered to be recorded, — þ — 


The King's moſt gracious Letter to the General 


Aſſembly, preſented to them 2 His Majeſty" 5 
Commiſſioner, - 


Addreſs to his Majeſty on his late Providential 
Eſcape from Malſination, e « 


The General Aſſembly's Anfewer to the A s moft 


gracious Letter, 


Addreſs to his Majefty on the be preſent 1 tuation of 
Public Affairs, 


. Commiſſion of the Central Ajjembly to certain Mi- 


nifters and Ruling Elders, for 1 ing affairs 
referred to them, 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders, 
for the Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands 
of Scotland, and for managing w Majeſty's * 
Bounty for that end, 


Overture reſpecting the attendance of & tudents on 
the Divinity Hall, - we 


Overture reſpecting the Courſe of Univerſity Educa- 


tion to be obſerved by Students previous to their 
entering the Divinity Hall, 8 — 


Overture reſpecting the Licenſ ing of Probationers, 


. Order and Injunction to Preſbyteries concerning 


Teachers and Scboolmaſters, 1 RY 


Recommendation for Promoting a Subſcription for 
defraying the Expence of the Appeal, Fong to 
the Schoolmaſter of Bothwell, 


XIII. Act * the Diet of next a Aſembly, 
A 5 RI D 1 


11 


14 


24 


29 


30 
31 


. * 


39 
41 


ABRIDGMENT 


ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the GEN ERAI 

Ass EMBL of the Cnukrcn of ScoTLanD, held at 
Edinburgh in the Year 1800, which are not printed 
at full length. ö | 


Thurſday, May 22. 1800. Se.. 1. 


FrER Sermon by the Reverend Dr WILLIAM Moonis, one 
of the Miniſters of the City, and Profeflor of Hebrew in 
the Univerſity, of Edinburgh, Moderator of the laſt General 
Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders convened in the 
Aſſembly-houſe in the uſual manner: And after Prayer by 
the ſaid Dr William Moodie, the Reverend Dr Geokct 
BaiRD, Principal of the Univerſity of Edinburgh, being un- 
animouſly choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſſembly's deſire, took 
the chair. | | | 
The General Aſſembly being thus conſtituted, the King's Com- 
miſſion to the Right Honourable Davip, Earl of Leven and 
MELVILL, to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal Perſon, was read, 
and ordered to be recorded. | 
The Kinc's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly, read, and 
ordered to be recorded. > | 
The Commiss10NER's ſpeech at opening the Aſſembly, and the 
MoptRaToR's ſpeech in return thereto. 
His Majesty's Royal Warrant for L. 1000 Sterling for Re- 
formation of the Highlands, &c. was given in to the Aﬀem- 
bly, ordered to be recorded, and thereafter delivered to the 
Procurator. 4 | 
A Committee named for anſwering the King's moſt gracious 
Letter. Eng Tn 
An humble and loyal Addreſs to his Majeſty, on his late Provi- 
dential Eſcape from Aſſaſſination, unanimouſly agreed upon; 
and the ſame Committee appointed to prepare a Draught 
thereof. 5 5 
A Corhmittee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the diets there- 
of, naming Miniſters to preach before his Grace the Com- 


See Printed 
Acts, No. I. 


And No. II. 


miſſioner, and receiving Liſts of Probationers in the ſeveral 


Preſbyteries, in order to their being recorded, 
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Acts, No. III. 


No. IV. 


Cauſes fixed. 


ABRIDGMENT, 1800. 


A Committee for Overtures named. 
A Committee for Bills, References and Appeals named, ,, 
Adjournment. 


Friday, May 23. 1800. Se ff. 2, 

Sederunt. - | 

New Commiſſions ned. 

A Diet ſpent in Prayer. 

The draught of an Addreſs to ks Majeſty, as unanimouſly agreed 
to yeſterday, was brought in, and approved; and his Grace 
the Lord Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's deſire, undertook to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

Act VII. of the Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of buſi. 
neſs, read, and the obſervation thereof enjoined, 

Miniſters named to Preach before his Grace the Commiſſioner, 

The Committee for reviſing Commiſſions appointed to meet. 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 


Saturday, May og 1800. S/. 3. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiſſions eine, | 

Report of the Committee for Overtures given in and read. 

The draught of the Anſwer to the King's moſt gracious Letter 
to this Aſſembly being brought in, and approved, his Grace 
the Lord High Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's deſire, under- 
took to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. + 

A Report by the [Truſtees of the W idows' Fund reſpecting the 
Election of Sir Henry Moncreiff Wellwood to be ſole Collec- 
tor of the faid Fund, was given in to the Aſſembly by Dr Fin- 
layſon, their Preſes. The Aſſembly unanimouſly approved of 
the Report, and confirmed the Election and Admiſſion of Sir 
Henry Moncreiff Wellwood, Baronet, to the ſole Office of Col- 
lector or Receiver of the ſaid Fund. 


Upon a Motion, the Deciſion of laſt Aſſembly reſpecting the Or- 


dination of Elders at Dundee, was read. The Report of the 
Preibytery of Dundee, as ordered by laſt Aſſembly, was call- 
ed for, and given in by the Moderator of the Preſbytery, 
with Extract Minutes of the Kirk- ſeſſion of Dundee: The 
whole ordered to lie on the Table till Thurſday, and then tie 
ſaid Report, and whole cauſe, to be taken into conſideration. 

A Committee appointed to claſs the reports made by Preſbyte- 
ries, in conſequence of the Order of laſt Aſſembly concern- 
ing Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, and to report on 
Friday. 

The Committee on the Bothwell Cauſe appointed to make their 
Report on the fame day. 

The Roll of Cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee of * was 
called for, * and read. 9 


A 


ABRIDGMENT, 1800. 


A Committee named to reviſe the Actings and pre ings 
, 1 TWO Commiſſion of laſt General Aſſembly. —_ np: of. 
A Committee named to reviſe the Actin gs and Proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly for managing the 
Royal Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands. 
A Committee-named to audite the Accounts of the Procurator 
and Agent for the Church, and other Public Accounts con- 
fider the State of the Church's Public Money, and prepare 
Overxrtures about the ſame. | f 
The Committee ſor Overtures was appointed to meet this even- 
ing, and empowered to receive from the ſeveral Members any 
Inſtructions given to them by the reſpective Synods or Preſby- 
teries, claſs the matters therein contained, and prepare Overtures 
_ thereon to the Aſſembly; and to receive and conſider any 
Accounts that ſhall be given them of the State of the Church 
in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the growth 
of Popery and Superſtition, and prepare Overtures for pre- 
venting and ſuppreſſing thereof. | 
The Committee for Bills appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. _ | 


5 Monday, May 26. 1800. Sefſ. 4. 
Sederunt, | 55 N 5 1 
New Commiſſions produced. ö 4 | 
The Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 
The Overture reſpecting the low ſalaries of Pariſh-ſchoolmaſfters, 
read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 185 1 
The Report of the Committee reſpecting the Overture about ca- 
techiſing Pariſhes approved of, — the Overture diſmiſſed, in 
reſpect that this object is ſufficiently provided for by the exiſt- 
ing laws of the Church. 5 al VERT. 
The Report of the Committee for bills given in, and read. 
The Aﬀenibly unanimoulily approve of the Report of the Com- 
mittee refuſing to tranſmit a Petition of Mr John Wilde, 
Advocate, relating to the Moderation of a Call to Dr Fin- 
lay fon. FS 
Diets fixed for hearing cauſes ts: 
Parties in the cauſe relating to the Little Kirk or Chapel of Eaſe 
in the town of Elgin, heard. After reaſoning, a motion was 
made and ſeconded, That the Aſſembly affirm the judgment 
of the Preſbytery of Elgin, finding that a Chapel of Eale in 
the town of Elgin is at preſent unneceſſary and inexpedient, 
and therefore refuſe the requeſt of the petition : And another 
Motion was made, and. ſeconded, That the Aﬀembly reverſe 
the Judgment of the Preſbytery, remove the Interdict, and 
allow the New Chapel to be on the ſame footing with the 
Little Kirk. The Aſſembly agreed to this ſtate of the Vote, 
Affirm or Reverſe. And the Roll being called, and Votes 
marked, it carried, Affirm. The Aſſembly, therefore, at- 
firmed the Judgment of the - Preſbytery of Elgin, finding, 
that a Chapel of Eaſe in the Town of Elgin is at preſent 
| unneceſiary 


Adjournment. 
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_ unneceſſary and inexpedient, and refuſe the requeſt of the 


Petition. 
The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to. meet. 


Tueſday, May 27. 1800. Sep, 5. 
Sederunt. So 5 | 


New Commiſſions produced. 
Several Members diſſented from the Sentence of Aſſembly | re. 


ſpecting the Chapel of Eale at Elgin. 


Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 


Report of the Committee for Bills Sven in, and read. 


Hearing of Cauſes fixed. 


Synod Books called for. 
An Appeal by Robert Sharp, Preſes, of the Committee of Ma- 


nagers of the Chapel of Eaſe of Rothſay, for himſelf, and the 
other Members of ſaid Committee, and others, from a ſen- 
tence of the Preſbytery of Denoon, of the 6th current, heard. 
After reaſoning, a motion was made, and ſeconded, That the 
Aſſembly affirm the Sentence of the Preſbytery of Denoon, 
and diſmiſs the Petition, as groundleſs. And another mo- 
tion was made, and ſeconded, That the Aſſembly reverſe the 
Sentence of the Preſbytery of Denoon, complained of; and 
recommend it to the Reverend Mr Maclea to grant Certifi- 
cates of Moral Character, where no objection lies againſt it, to 
the Members of the Chapel of Eaſe, for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining Baptiſm to their Children from the Miniſter of that 
Congregation. The Afembly then agreed to this ſtate of the 
Vote, Affirm or Reverſe; and the Roll being called, and Votes 
marked, it carried by a great majority, Affirm. The Aſſem- 
bly, therefore, affirmed the Sentence of the Preſbytery of De- 
noon, and diſmiſſed the Petition as groundlels. | 

The cauſe of Penpont ELITE till antes 

Adjournment. | | 


Wedneſday, May's 28. 1800. el 6. 


Sederunt, 


Committees appointed to meet. 
Upon a Motion, it was unanimouſly agreed, That an ne and 


loyal Addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty on the pre- 
Tent fituation of Public Affairs: And the ſame Committee, 
which drew up the former Addrels to his. Majeſty on his eſ- 
cape from Aſſaſſination, appointed to draw up the preſent 
Addreſs, and to lay the lame before the Aſſembly on Fri- 


day. 


An Appeal, bs. Mr Andrew Bell, Miniſter of Crail ; - and Mr 


ames Nairn, Miniſter of Pittenweem, from a Sentence of he 
Synod of F ife, of 8th April laſt, diſmiſſing Complaints againſt 
different Judgments of the Preſbytery of St Andrew's; and 
appointing that Preſbytery to proceed to the Settlement of Pr 


Robert Arnot in the Pariſh of Kinglbartis, being partly . 
8 » 
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che Aſſembly agreed to reſolve themſelves into a Committee 
of the whole Houle, to meet Immediately after the conclufion 


of > ae Diet, and to proceed in the diſcuſſion of this 
Caule. ED Ab 


Adjournment. 


Thurſday, May 29. 1800. Sefſ, 7. 
Sederunt. | f © | apt 


The Public Accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the 
Table. | Tie = 2 


The Report of the Committee of the whole Houſe, in the Cauſe 
of the Settlement of Kingſbarns, was read, and cove of : 
Ard agreeably thereto, the Aſſembly affirmed the Sentences 
of the Preibytery of St Andrews, and Synod of Fife; and or- 


dained the Preſpytery to proceed to the Settlement of Dr Ro- 
bert Arnot, in the Church and Pariſh of Kingſbarns, with all 
convenient ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church.—A- 


gainſt this Sentence, Mr Ruſſell diſſented; and thoſe who ad- 


hered, were allowed to enter their Diſſents next day. 
The Aſſembly proceeded to confider the Report of the Preſby- 
tery of Dundee; and agreed firſt to call to the Bar Dr Ro- 


bert Small, whom they found to be the miniſter who had or- 


dained the Elders on the gth of September 1798, A member 
of the Preſhytery was heard on the Report, and Dr Small was 


heard for himſelf: The Aſſembly find, That Dr Robert Small 


having delivered it as his opinion in the Kirk-feffion of Dun- 
dee, about the time when it was propoſed to ordain the El- 
ders, who were ordained gth September 1798, that the Seſ- 
ſion ſhould not infift on an obligation to ſubſcribe the Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Formula, as a condition of ordaining El- 
ders, becauſe it was a new practice, not required by any law 


of the Church, and had prevented ſeveral of the moſt refpe&- _ 


able perſons in the congregation, and the beſt affected to the 
Church, from accepting of that office; having been ſelected 
to perform the ſervice of ordaining the above-mentioned El- 
ders, by the nomination of the Kirk-ſeſſion, who, as is ſtated 
in one of his anſwers to the queſtions ofthe Pretbytery, knew 


that he would not take any man at unawares, but would com-- 


municate to the Kirk-ſeſfion all the queſtions he meant to put, 
and give the perſons to be ordained time to think ſeriouſly ; 
and having put to the ſaid Elders, before their ordination, in 
face of the Congregation, queſtions which were previouſly 
communicated by him to the Kirk-ſeſſion, and which he ap- 
pears, from another of his anſwers to the queſtions of Preſpy- 


tery, to have preſumed might have been anſwered in the at- 


firmative by perſons who were not able, with a ſafe conſcience, 
to give an aſſent to the whole of the Confeſſion of Faith; has 
diſcovered an ignorance of thoſe laws of the Church by which 
all Elders received into communion with us in Church-govern- 
ment are obliged to ſubſcribe their approbation of the Con- 


feſſion of Faith; has diſparaged, in the opinion of thoſe with 
5 3 a whom. 
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whom, by his ſtation, he is moſt nearly connected, the prac. 
tice which prevails univerſally in this Church, of requiring 
Elders, at the time of their ordination, to declare explicitly, 
either by word, or by the ſubſcription of the above-mentioned 
Formula, their aſſent to all that 1s therein contained ; and has 
done what had a tendency to deprive the Church of Scotland 
of that ſecurity for the ftability of her Doctrine, Worſhip, 
' Diſcipline and Government, which, under God, ſhe derives 
from the avowed. conformity of all her Office-bearers to her 
Standards; enjoin Dr Small to be careful hereafter to reſti- 
fy, by his whole conduct, that reſpect for the Standards of 
this Church, and for the fences witely provided by our Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution, againſt dangerous innovation, which 
correſponds both to the declaration ſtated in his defences, as 
repeatedly made by him in the Kirk-ſeſſion of Dundee, that 
he gloried in the Confeſſion of Faith; and alſo to the ſolemn 
engagements under which he came at the time of his ordina- 
tion, to concur with the Preſbyterian Government and Dif. 
_cipline of this Church, and never to endeavour, directly nor 
indirectly, the prejudice or ſubverſion thereof; order this 
ſentence to be engroſſed in the records of the Preſbytery of 
Dundee, and of the Kirk-ſeſſion of Dundee. | | 


The conſideration of the remainder of the Report from the 


Prefbytery of Dundee delayed till to-morrow. 
Committee for Overtures appointed to meet, 


Adjournment. 


Friday, May 30. 1800. Se. 8. 
Sederunt. | : 
Several members adhered to the diſſent of yeſterday, againſt the 
Sentence reſpecting the ſettlement at Kingſbarns. _ — , 
The draught of an Addreis to his Majeſty on the preſent ſitua- 
tion of Public Affairs, was brought in and approved; which 
Addreſs, his Grace the Lord High Commiſſioner was pleaſed, 
at the Aſſembly's requeſt, to undertake to tranſmit to his Ma- 
jeſty. | : ET 
The Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read, 
Cauſes fixed for hearing. EY 
The Report of the Committee on the cauſe of the Schoolmaſter 
of Bothwell given in and read. The Aſſembly approve of the 
| Report, and remit to the Procurator and Agent for the Church 
to take the. proper ſteps for carrying the ſentence of the Houſe 
of Lords into effect: And in fo far as the Report concerns the 
account of Expeuces already incurred, refer the ſame to the 
Committee on Public accounts. And, upon a motion made, 
the thanks of the Houſe were given from the Chair to the 
Reverend Dr Macculloch, for his great diligence, perſeverance 
and merit, in promoting the ſucceſs of this cauſe, And fur- 
ther, the Aſſembly appoint the Committee on this cauſe to 
meet and conſider the beſt mode of renewing the ſubſcription, 
and to report to the Aſſembly on Monday. And the Mode- 
N | 5 rator, 
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rator, at the Aſſembly's deſire, returned their grateful thanks 

to the Procurator, for his great attention and ability diſplayed 

in the ſervice of the Church, and particwarly in this import- 
ant caule. a . 

The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund eſtabliſhed by act of 
Parliament for a Proviſion to Miniſters? Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laſt General Aſſem- 

bly, and a ſtate of the Fund under their Management, given in 
and ordered to lie on the Table till to-morrow : And, upon b 
Motion, the thanks of the Houſe were given from the Chair 
to Sir Henry Moncreiff Wellwood, for his great fidelity, at- 

_ tention, and prudence in the management of the Fund. 

As agreed, yeiterday, the Aſſembly proceeded in the conſidera- 
tion of the Report of the Preſbytery of Dundee; and firſt 
called Mr David Davidſon to the Bar, who appeared ac- 
cordingly. A Member of Aﬀembly from the Preſbytery of 
Dundee, was heard in continuation, on the Report: And then 

Mr Davidſon was heard for himſelf: The Aſſembly after rea- 
ſoning, agreed to reſolve themſelves into a Committee of the 
whole- Houſe to proceed further in this Cauſe immediately on 
the concluſion of this Diet. „„ 8 | 

Adjournment. 

Saturday, May 31. 1800. Seff. 9. 

Sederunt. 5 | ME: 

The Report of the Committee of the whole Houſe on the Re- 
port from the Preſbytery of Dundee, read and approved of: 
And therefore, agreeably thereto, the Aſſembly remit the 
whole of that part of the Report of the Preſbytery of Dun- 

dee, which reſpects Mr Davidſon, to the ſaid Preſbytery, 


that they may proceed therein as they ſhall ſee caule, accord- 


ing to the rules of the Church: Diſmiſs the Petition and 


Complaint of the Kirk- ſeſſion of Dundee as incompetent : and 


find, That with regard to the Petition of Dr Blinſhall, it is 
unneceſſary to remit it to probation, as no charge appears to 
have been brought againſt him, that in any degree affects his 
character. And the Aſſembly unanimouſly approve of the fi- 


delity and diligence with which the Preſbytery of Dundee 


executed the laborious bufineſs committed to them by laſt Aſ- 

ſembly. 1 8 | | 
Upon Report of the Committee on Public Accounts, the Aſſem- 

bly authoriſed the Procurator to pay L. 50 this year out of the 
Funds of the Church to Mr Spottiſwoode, ſolicitor at London, 


in order to extinguiſh part of a balance due to him on account 


of the appeal relative to the Schoolmaſter of Bothwell: And 
further, to pay to Mr Murray, Agent for the Church, who at- 
tended to this Cauſe for the ſpace of fix years, during which he 
had an extenſive correſpondence and a great deal of trouble, 
the ſum of Twenty-five Guineas for his own and clerks' 
trouble. 8 

Act 


See Printed 
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Act approving of the Account of Mr William Robertſon, Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and diſchar- 
ging him and his cautioners of the ſum of L. 510,: 4: 14 Ster- 
ling, diſburſed by him, and appointing m_ he give credit in 
the: next account for the ſam of L. 107: II: 142 Sterling, be- 
ing the balance due by him. 

Act approving of the Account of Mr William Murray, Agent for 
the 12275 and exonering ind diſcharging him of the ſum of 
I.. 134: 17: 11 Sterling ditburied by him; and appointing 
that he 54 credit in his next account, for the ſum of L. 23, 
12s. 11 Er d. being the balance due to iim. 

Act approving of the Account of Mr James Dic! fon, Printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment of. the ſum of L. 2 io, 

eing the amount thereof. 

Act approving of the Account of . Articles furniſhed 


to the Clerks by Mr Elphinſton Balfour, and ordering Pay- 


ment thereof. 

The Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr Alexander Fraſer, Mi- 
nifter of Toroſay, L. 11: 19 : 7, being the amount, of an ac- 
count of expences laid out by him anent the deſignation of a 
glebe. | 

The Procurator auth — to pay L. 5 Sterling out of the funds 
of the Church, for defraying a part of the expence of printing 
the Report of the Preſbytery of Dundee, which came before 
this Aſſembly, in reſpect of the peculiar nature of the caſe. 

A petition for Mr William Milligan, Miniſter of Kirkden, read, 
The Aﬀembly remitted the proceſs therein mentioned to the 
Procurator and Agent for the Church to be carried on at che 
public expence. 

The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion Record called 

for; the Commiſſion's conduct approved of, thanks given to 

the Moderator of the Commiſſion, and their book ordered to 
be atteſted. | 

The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the Com- 
miſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing inſtructions to them, 
given in, and approved. The Aſſembly added thereto Mr 
John Inglis, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, in ce of 
the Moderator. ö 

The Report of the Viſitors of the Royal Bounty Record given 
in, and read. The conduct of the mme 25 of, and 
their book ordered to be atteſted. + 


% 


No. VII. A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, 


with a Commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 5 
The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund eftabliſhed by Act of 
Parliament, for a Proviſion to Minifters' Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter 
kept for that purpoſe. | 
The Committee on the Furie fund renewed, with the former 


powers. 
An 


1"; 
[1 \ 


ABRIDGMENT, 1800. 

An Appeal by Mr William Sibbald and Mr Tames Ori 
Commiſſioners from the Preſbytery of Le rs Rs, 
Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries, paſſed on the 16th of 
April laſt, in a cauſe, wherein the Preſbytery had given judg- 
ment, being a reference from the Kirk-ſeffion of St Mungo, 
relative to Mr John Irving Bell, or Mr John Bell Irvine at 
Whitehill, heard: The Aſſembly unanimouſly affirmed the 
Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries, reverſing the Sentence of 
the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, remitting the cauſe to the 
Preſbytery, with inſtructions to inquire into the truth of the 
facts alleged as the ground of the Appeal ; and appointing the 
Appellant to lead a proof of ſaid alleged facts before the Preſ- 
bytery, and the Preſbytery to proceed therein, according to 

"the rules of the Church, "7 E 

An Appeal by Mr John Nivieſon, Miniſter at Penpont, from a 
Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries of rhe 15th October laſt, 
in a Libel at the inſtance of the Preſbytery of Penpont againſt 
him, charging him with divers immoralities, heard: The Aſ- 

ſembly unanimouſly affirmed the Sentence of the Synod of 
Dumfries, finding, that the particular charges brought for- 


ward in the minor propoſition of the Libel in ſupport of the 


expreſſion in the major propoſition, of ſcandalous, looſe and 


andecent behaviour, ſhould be ſtruck out from the Libel; and 
at the ſame time, leaving it to the Preſbytery to inquire into 


| theſe, or any other facts and circumſtances which may tend to 
prove the Libel. And the Aſſembly inſtru the Preſpytery to 
pay particular attention to the direction given by laſt Aﬀem- 
bly, that no criminal act be admitted to proof within a time 
not exceeding the period of one year from the date of the Li- 
bel: And inſtru the Preſbytery to admit a proof only of fuch 


facts and circumſtances tending to ſupport the part of the Li- 
bel, found relevant, as fell within the five years from the date 


of the original Libel. | | 


The Settlement of Inverneſs, and the Petition of Mr Skene 


Keith, delayed till Monday. | 


Adjournment.  _ | 
5 | BY a Monday, June 2. 1800. Seff. ult. 
Sederunt. | 


Mr Lapſlie withdrew his Petition, diſſenting and complaining of 
a Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr of the 8th Octo- 
ber laſt, allowing the Preſbytery of Lanark to proceed to the 

trials of Mr Robert Crawford, Student in Divinity, in order 
to his being licenſed to preach the Goſpel. 

Reaſons of Diſſent from the Deciſion of the Aſſembly in the 
caſe of the Settlement of Kingſbarns were given in, read, 
and ordered to lie in retentis. 


Reaſons of Diſſent from the Judgment of the Aſſembly reſpect - 


ing the Chapel of Eaſe at Elgin, were given in, read, and or- 
dered to lie in retentzg. | | 


„ The 


* 
22 


p 
j 


222 — 
— — —— 


1 —» — 22 —ͤͤ— A — —— 
2. * 2 7 + it . * — - 
Lc 


- ok, tx, $I — — 
Tg —-—ꝛ— — ———— ſ— 


——— . 
* — 


. — 3 
LES 


See Printed 


Acts, No. VIII. 


No. IX. 
No. X. 


No. XI. 


No. XII. 


ABRIDGMEYNT, 1800. 


The gynod - Bock of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to be At. 
teſted. . 

Upon Report of the Committee appointed to claſs returns to 
Overtures, the Aſſembly ordered theſe Overtures to be re-tranſ. 

| mitted, viz. Overture reſpecting the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Hall: Overture reſpecting the Courſe of 
Univerſity Education, &c. and, Overture reſpecting the Li- 
cenſing of Probationers. And the Aſſembly enjoin ſuch 
Preſbyteries as have ſent no Reports, to ſend them to next 
Aſſembly. 

Report of the Committee on Vagrant Tested and Sunday 
Schools, given in and read. 

Recommendation for promoting a Subſcription towards defray. 
ing the Ex pence of the Appeal, in the Cauſe relating to the 
Schoolmaſter of Bothwell ; and Order for printing the Ap- 
peal Caſe prepared by the Procurator. 

From the Report of the Committee on the Orkney Grievances, 
the Aſſembly learn, with much fatisfaRtion, that ſome of theſe 
grievances are in a fair way of being gradually removed, 
The Committee on this ſubject renewed, with the ſame 
powers as formerly to the Procurator and Agent; and in 
particular, recommend the Caſe of the Church of St An- 
drew's to the attention of the Procurator for aid out of the 
Funds of the Church, if he ſhall judge it neceſſary. And on 
a motion made, the Aſſembly added Mr Lapflie to the num- 
ber of the Committee. 

An Appeal at the inſtance of the Honourable Archibald Fraſer 

of Lovat, Patron, and the Reverend Mr Patrick Grant, Mini- 

ſer of Boleſkin and Abertarph, Preſentee to the Church and 

Pariſh of Inverneſs, from a Sentence of the Synod of Moray, 

heard: The Aſfembly affirm the Sentence of the Synod of 

Moray, with this variation, That the Preſbytery of Inverneſs 

ſhall take the proper ſteps for the Settiement of Lovat's Pre- 

ſentee, on the firſt Tueſday of | Auguſt next, unleſs the Preſ- 
bytery ſhall have raiſed and executed a Summons of Decla- 

- rator of tLeir right to preſent, r e Jure devoluto, before 
that time. 


A Petition for William Douglas of Ceſtie N las, Eſq; and 


others, reſpecting the Erection of a Chapel of Eaſe at Caftle- 
Douglas, heard. The Afembly remit to the Preſbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, with inſtructions to ſend up to the next Al- 
ſembly a particular Report reſpeQing theſe three points, viz. | 
An account of the Population of the Pariſh : What numbers 
the Pariſh Church of Kelton will at preſent contain : and, 
Whether the Heritors of the Pariſh will conſent that the Pe- 
titioners ſhall be allowed, at their own Expence, to make ſuch 
an addition to the Pariſh Church as may be ſufficient for 
their accommodation. 

Liſt of Probationers produced, their names. read out, and order- 
ed to be recorded. al 


| ABRIDGMENT, 1800. 

All Cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not decided. re- 
ferred to the Commiſſion. | 255 

A Committee named to reviſe the Minutes of the Aſſembly's 
proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aſſembly as are to be ſtanding 

rules, in order to their being printed. | 

The Minutes of this day's Sederunt were read; the Minutes of _ 
former Sederunts having been read at the diets ſubſequent * 
thereto. 155 08 | | . 825 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiitioner. | | 15 | | 

The Lord High Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. _ See Printed 

The Aſſembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pſalms, and Acts, No. XIII. 
pronouncing the Bleſling. | ri 
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